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PREFACE. 



IPemales possess a most conspicuous station atid 
commanding influence over every branch of society; 
and, by revelation, the woman is strikingly designated 
''an help- meet for man:" yea, like mankind, such 
have souls of infinite value, such were created for the 
glory of God, and their enjoyments of him for ever. 

The holy scriptures, and other historic pages, con- 
tain many beautiful miniature portraits of great and 
good females, whose characters are written in the an- 
nals of deathless fame, and whose redeemed, purified, 
and glorified persons, now shine as the sun in the fir- 
mament of heaven. 

This work professes to present the reader with only 
the ouUiMcs of character belonging to a few of the 
" many daughters who have done virtuously ;" may 
these, though dead, speak efficiently to every female, 
especially to the young, "Go thou and do like- 
wise." Follow us as far as we have followed Jesus. 



*  



It is professedly only a sketchy therefore cakdlaled 
for price to correspond with the pockets of poor fe- 
males, and for size to answer with the few spare min- 
sutes of the busy, and with the inclination of the 
young. 

This work contains things boCh ' new and old ; for 
"Although a cdbsideraMe part be extracted from un- 
' exceptionable sources, a portion is original. May it 
'.promote the real felicity of immortal spirits, and en- 
hance his glory who is the beneficent pai^ent of all the 
^Qn«and daughters of MoiiQt^ioii. 






"TBS ' 

MEAVENLY SISTERS, 

1M}Y JAKE GRMY, 

a 

^A8 born about the year 153^, of a most noble 
^fdmily^ being the daqghtet of Henry Grey, Mar- 
quis of^Dorset, and the Lady Frances BraudoSi 
dhiiigbter of Charies, D«4&e of Suffolk. 

lo very early life she was almost a miracle for her 
kamii^) and her person was extremdy pleasing ; 
but the beauties of -her mind were extremely en- 
^ging; and, as. Bishop Burnet observes, ^< She 
was the wonder and ddight of all that knew her.'' 
When quite a child inage, her female accomplish- 
ments and additional attainments embraced the fin« 
est needle ^work, the . m^ beautiful writing, an 
admirable acquaintance with both instrumental 
and vocal music, an accurate knowledge of Eng- 
lish, French, Italian, Latin, and Greek, which she 
not only wrote but spoke with the utoiost freedom ; 
she was also versed in Hebrew, Chaldee, and A- 
^ rabic ^ wasjpsmarkable for sedateness of temper, 
quickness of appirehep^on, and solidity of judg- 
ment, which enabled her npt only to become mis- 
tress of languages, but of sciences; .yet was in no 



S LADT JANE ORET. 

respect elated by such wondrouST; "Endowments; 
^-^t was remarkably gentle^ humble^ and modest in 
her demeanour. 

This lovely lady was miEide an innocent victim 
to the wild ambition of the Duke of Northurober- 

> 

land, who^ having effected a marriage between her 
and his son Lord Guildford Dudley, raised her to 
the throne of England, in defiance of the rights of 
the, princesses Mary and Clizabeth^ when only 
18 years of age, and her husband also very young. 

Her heart, replete with the love of learning and 
witj^ tenderness' towards her husband, who was 
deserving of her most affectionate regard, had nev- 
er panted for earthly honours ;' and when informed 
of her advancement to the throne, she even refused 
to accept the proffered crown, pleaded the superior 
right of the two princesses, expressed her dread 
of consequences atteadant on so dangerous and 
criminal an epterprise, and solicited to remain in 
that private station in which she was born ; but 
overcome at last by the entreaties of her father and 
father-in-law, and, above all, of her husband, she 
submitted to their wHl^ and relinquished, her own 
Judgment. 

But her elevation was of very shfirt duration. 
The nation soon declared for QueenlVlary*; and 
after wearing4he crown only ten sliort days, she- 
retired With the greatest 3atisfaction to a private life. 
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i^ueen Mary, a most cruel, bigotted, and ungen* 
erous woman, soon sent lady Jane a warning to 
prepare for death ^ which, however, was no un« 
welcome news to her, for her faith in the Saviour 
had prepared her for the worst .; the hitterness of 
* death was passed, and she received the warning 
with very little discomposure. 

The queen's bi^tted zeal, under colour of ten* 
der mercy to <he prisoner's soul, molested her inth 
-constant visits and disputes from popish priests ; 
but she defended the protastant religion by mosi 
solid arguments, and wrote a letter in Greek to her 
i^er, exhorting herto maintain,Jn every ibrtunei 
steady perseverance. 

On the awful day of execution she refiised her 

4iusbaud's request to see her ; observing, the tea« 

derness of parting would conquer 4he fortitude 6f 

both : that their separation would be only for a 

4nonient, and they would soon rejoin each other i« 

a scene where affections would be for ever united^ 

and where death, disappointments, and misfor* 

--tunes coiild no longer have access to them, •r dis« 

. turb their eternal felicity. 

It had been intended to execute the lady Jane 

and her husband on Tower-Hill 5 but the coun« 

cil, dreading the compassion of the people, chaii-' 

;^ed their orders, and directed their being beheaded 
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vltfain the verge of the Tower. She saw her b«s- 
band led to execution; and having given him from 
the window some token of her remembrance, wait- 
ed withtranquilit> the iatal hour of bet own death : 
Khe even «aw his headless .body jcarried back, and 
fehmore confirmed by what sheheard respecting 
his constancy to the end, than shaken by so tender 
and melancholy a sight. 

Sir John Qage, constable of the Tower, when 
he led her to execution, solicited some small token 
ai a perpetual memorial of her. : She gave him 
her table book, where she had just written three 
sentences on seeing her husband's dead body ; one 
in Greek, another in Latin, and a third in English ; 
importing— that human lustiee was against his 
body ; but that divine mercy would be favourable 
to his soul ; that if her fault deserved punishment, 
her youth at least, and her imprudence, were wor* 
thy of excuse; and that God and posterity, she 
trusted, would show her favour. 
. On the scaffold she made a speech to the spec- 
tators, in which the mildness of her disposition led 
her to take the blame wholly on herself, without 
uttering one complaint against the cruelty with 
which she was treated ; but observed he|^^]t was .^ 
not her laying hand on the crown, but^^^^m re« 
jeoting it with sufficient constancy : then renpunc* 
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itig all the merits of faer own works, she professeit 
her exclusive dependance on the sacrifice and mer* 
its of Christ for salvation : after which, kneeling 
down, she read the fifty-first psalm ; then standing 
up again^ she caused herself to be disrobed by her 
women ; and with a steady, serene countenance, 
submitted behelf to the executioner, sayings ^Lofd^ 
into thine hand I commend my spirit :'' and in- 
stantly one stroke severed her head from her body. 
Thus fell this incomparable woman, who (as 
one justly observes) possessed a foith which uni- 
formly prodjaced a christian life ; which trium- 
phantly trampled on the sting of death, and spreaA 
a glory round the Lady Jane, that eclipsed. the faint 
lustre of the superstitious and cruel Qaeen M&ry oia 
herthrone^ 



JJUm, qUEEJ^ OF JMFJtRRE, 

Was daughter to Henry II. King of Navarre, 
and Margaret of Orleans, sister of Francis I. King 
of France* She was carefully educated in the 
protestant faith from her childhood, to which she 
most steadfastly adhered all hpr days, though con* 
tiDualJy exposed to the malice and machinations 
of most powerful popish enemies on that account. 

Bishop Burnet says, respecting her, that ^ She 
both received the reformation, and brongbt^er sn^ 
jeets to it } that sho not only reforned feer^x^urt. 
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but her whole principality to such a degree, tliat 
the golden age seemed to have returned under her.* 
or rather^chri^ianity appeared again with its plrioh- 
itive purity and lustre." 

This illustriotts queen, being invited to attend 
the marriage of her son (aftet wards Henry lY. 
King of France) with the sister of thepFrench king, 
fell a victim to the plots and cruelty of the Fren^ 
court against the protestant religion.i — However, 
that religious fbrtitude and genuine piety, wHh 
which she was peculiarly endued, did not desert^^ 
her iit this- great conflict, and at the approach of 
lieath. 

To some about her she sald^ ^^ I receive all this- 
as frdtn the hand of God, my most merciful Father : 
nor have Ij during my extremity, feared to die, 
much less murmured against God for inflicting this 
diptise&ient upon me ; knowing that whatsoever 
h^ does < to me, he so orders it, that in the end, it 
shall turn to my everlasting good." 

When she saw her ladies weeping about her 
bed, she said, ^^ Weep*not for me, I pray you : for 
God, by this sickness, calls me hence, to enjpy a 
better life ; and now t shall enter into the desir- 
ed haven, towards which this frail vessel of mm? 
has been a long time steering." 

She expressed much concern for her children ; 
yet doubted not that Godj who had been her Pro- 
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and of hetiteif. The letter contains so much of 
the Christian that we shall insert a part of it here ; 

^^ The reflections were occasionally written, and 
only for my own improvement ; but I am not with- 
<Hit hope that they may have the .same salutary ef* 
feet on some pious minds, as the reading the expe- 
riences of others had on my own soul. The expei-' 
imental part of religion has generally a greater in- 
fluence than the theory of it; and if^ when I am 
sleeping iii the dust, those soliloquies should kindle 
«a flame of divine love even in the heart of the low* 
est and most despised Christian, be the glory given 
to the great spring of ail grace and benignity. 

^^ I have now done with alt moral things, and all 
to come is vast eternity ! Eternity I how transport- 
ing is the sound ! as long aa God exists, my being 
and happiness are, I doubt not, secure. These 
onbounded desires, which the wide creation can* 
not limit, shall be satisfied for ever. I sh^dl dk^ink 
at the fountain head of pleasure, and be refreshed 
with the emanations of orignai life and joy* I 
sltall hear the voice of uncreated harmony, speak- 
ing peace and ineflable consolation to my soul. 

<^ I expect eternal life, not as 4 reward of mesit, 
but as a pure act of bounty. Detestfag myself in 
every view I can take, I fly to th|e righteonsi^ess 
and atonement of my great Redeemer, f<Mr pardon 
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and solvation : this is my only consolatimi da(£ 
hope. Enter not into judgment, O Lord, with thy» 
servant) for in thy sight shaU no fie^h be justified. 
Through the blood of the Lamb I hope for an entire 
victory over die last enen&y ; and that before thi» 
comes to you I shaH have reached the celestial 
heights ', and, whHe yea arereacHng these lines, i 
shall be adoring befbre tile throne of €rod, where 
faith shall be turned into vision, and these languish- 
ing desires satisfied with the full fruition of immor- 
tadlove.^' Amen. 

On the commencement of the att)sick which first^ 
threatened her life, she cdnaplained that her mind 
was not quite so-serene and prepared to meet death 
as usual ^ but from the contemplation of the atone- 
ment and iatercessioii' 0f €hrist> she afterwards de- 
rived suclr confideace and satisfaction^ that she ex- 
claimed with lear» of joy, ^ J know not thai I ever felt 
the Kke hi all my- life;'' She had almost recovered 
her usual health, and had been conversing^ with a 
ftjcfid, in high spirits, when she retired t<^ her cham- 
ber t^ extraordinary devotion, aa was her custbrn-ea 
S|Sktui^day evenings. The servant shortly after heard 
a jaotse,>aad going to her mistress ^ Ibund her fallea 
on tlie floor In* an apoplesy^ which terminated her - 

\ Iffd' the aext mornings Feb. 23, 1737, aged 63. 

\ A devotioftal book was lying open before her, and 




border was only repressed for a time, it appe^^ a- 
giuD with new maligiiity/ and at last^nit atenoi- 
nation to her sorrows. 

A short period prior to her departuvey'impressed 
-\nth a strong sense of the divine goodness, she 
-broke out in raised accents : ''Lord ! what is it I 
•see ! Oh the greatness of the glory that is revealed 
in me ! that is before me ! So joyful was her abun* 
dant entrance into the heavenly kingdom, where 
she was admittedl740. Her4ife was adorned with 
the beauty ofholiness. <Her faith ventured ezclu- 
sivdyon the righteousness and blood of Jesus for 
salvation* She willingly bare the cross upon eartb| 
and now sbo wears the 4:onquaror'>8. crown above. . 



3fl^. ELIXjiBETir ROJFE, 

Was the daugiiter of the Hev. Wa^er Signer, a 
very respectable dissenting minister, .and was born 
at Ilchester, in Somersetshire, in the ye^r 1674. t 

.She discovered early proofs ef the finest' tftlents ; 
and as her strongest bent was to poetry, she begin 
to write verses at twelve years of age, for which 
class of writing she was peculiarly adapted by her 
possessing uncommon elements of mind, and ex- 
quisite sensibility. 
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She manifested a pious and devout disposition, 
even when very young, for in one of her pious ad- 
dresses, she herself thus speaks to God : ^^My in- 
fant hands, were early liftpd up to thee, and I soon 
learned to know the Grod> of my fathers." 

Her uncommon merit and splendid accomplisV' 
ments procured her many suitors ; but her choice 
was a Mr.ThomasRowe^a gentleman of great worth 
and learaiog, to whom 6he was married, 1710. 
This comiexi<m proved happy, but wafi of short 
d&ration ; for the husband, of her youth died of a 
consimiption at Iwenty-eight years of age, having 
fived with his amiable coasort scarcely five years. 
The elegy which she composed on his death is 
one of her best poems. 

After the decease of her dear and only husband, 
the world appeared less attractive than ever. She 
retired to her estate at Frome, and there spent the 
ifesidue of her days. In this retreat the religious 
temper of her soul increased, and here she wrote 
the greater part of her works. 

Her book, entitled '^ Devout Exercises of the 
Heart," has been extensively read and commend- 
ed. This work she sealed up, and directed to be 
delivered to Dr. Watts, after her decease ; with a 
letter to him, giving an account both of the i^ork 
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THE RIGHT HOJ^OURABLE THE LABY 
ELIZABETH UINGHML 

This nobte aod pious person was a doKendanC 
from the bouse of Hnatiagdan^ a iainily not only 
illustrious iat noble blocxl, but for several female 
branches eminently distiogufslied for a^erior 
grace and useMness. 

The mother oi this lady was designated^' moft 
than a common person, more than k c6mmon 
Cfafistian,^ by whose means it pleased Qod to bless 
her daughters; Wrt especially this lady, whtMe 
ductile Soul received the best and most durable of 
impressions from 4fae jimoiples and ffraedces^ 
her mother. 

The tery chltdhood of the Lady Clinabetb poik 
sessed a specid excellency in it, wfaicfa ^resag^ 
ail interesting futurity. The seeds of religion not 
<Hily produced early bads and fcdosifoths, but also 
eady fruity for irdmbei'infancy she was truly and 
'Conscientiously dutiful and obedient to her pareoISi 
so that her mothier has been heard to say of her^ 
*<< she was a child who had never offended her pa- 
rents in aD her life;'' and'her i^^iy to her palrente 
was accompanied with a peculiar proficiency in 
all practical godliness, especially In reference to 

Jier Milling her promises, lestraining. her Ups 

2* 
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from idle conversation^ and manifesting the strict- 
est modesty, vhich was beautifully blended with 
the most attractive courtesy. Henca her lovely 
life was called a practical comment upon £ph. v. 
15. ^^ See that ye walk circumspectly." 

Also, her outward deportment was united to a 
most tender conscience, which took an alarm at 
the appearance of the smallest sin, and those early 
blossoms of religion were not, as too often occurs, 
blasted before she arrives at maturer years ; for as 
she grew in years she grew in grace, in knowledge 
of God, and communion with him. Her life was 
devoted to prayer and meditation, and perusing 
the Holy Scriptures, in which she spent a conside- 
rable portion of her time, properly estimating that 
80 precious a thing as time was infinitely too valu- 
able to be spent about masques, interludes, plays^ 
and such like games. 

Such was her devotion towards her God, and in 
he«* connection with which she knew and practised 
her duty towards her neighbours ; which, in mul- 
tiplied instances, she performed to the glory of 
God, and the temporal and spiritual good of man- 
kind. Here, perhaps, it may be profitable to note, 
she always declared a great abhorrence of tale-bea^r- 
ing, the bane of friendship and affection ; and an- 
swered in a peculiar degree what the apostle de- 
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scribed of charity : For 1 Cor. xiii. 4. was an epi* 
tome of her life. 

At last the small pox, disguised under the relics 
of a fever, seized her mortal frame, and during the 
twilight of hopes and fears which agitated her phy- 
sicians and lelations, she always appeared with St. 
Paul in Phil. i. 23. << To have a desire to depart, 
and be with Christ ;" Yea, entreated her dear and 
weeping husband, <^ not to pray for her life, but for 
her soul, that God would fit her to die ; or if he 
pleased to recover her, he would sanctify her af- 
fliction, and give her grace to pay her vows to 
God." But after bearing the precious fruits of pa- 
tience, and conflicting with temptations, her Heav- 
enly Father first gave her a sight of the better 
country, of her title to it, and interest in it 5 and 
then released her from the tabernacle of earth, to 
inhabit an eternal house above not .made with 
hands. 



THE RIGHT HOJ^OUBABLE MARY, 
COUJ>rPfiSS OF WARWlfiK. 

This Lady wias the seventh daughter of Rich- 
ard Boyle, first Earl of Cork, and was married to 
Charles Rich, Earl of Warwick* . 

From her own confession it appears^ thai though 
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she had received an excellent education, end Imd 
l>een carefully instructed in the grounds of religion 
in her youth, yet that she understood nothing of 
the life and power of religion upon her heart, or 
liad any spiritual sense of it till some years after 
her marriage ; yea, declared she had entered tier 
husband's noble and pious family with prejudtces 
against godliness, which however were dispersed 
like mists belbre4bes<iu, and were succeeded bytlie 
most cordial approbation of the things of God. 

In this great and saving work the providence of 
God made use of afflictions «nd retirement, of a 
preached Gospel, and Christian conversation; 
whereby, the Lord gi^adually drew her from the 
pleasures and vanities of the world, to a life cff 
union and fellowship with Himself. After which 
happy change her religion was in good earnest, for 
she made the severest scrutiny 4nto the state of her 
soul, and most unreservedly devoted herself to the 
love, fear, and service «fGod« 

Many years before her deaft slhe1»egan to keep 
a diary, consulting two persons whom she dialled 
^' her soulJHenda^^ respecting the best manner of 
performing it; wherein she recorded her daily 
frame of soul towards her God, and the providence 
and grace of God towards herself aod others, or 
vhatbver was useful ibr caatiwi or encourage* 
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Siie possessed great powers of mind, understood 
the classical languages, and made considerable ac- 
quisitions in arts and sciences ; but after all those 
attainnients and endowments, she declared, with 
St. Paul, ^'That she counted all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
our Lord." Phil. iii. 8. 

Thus she wisely accounted* all human learning 
as worth, but little, unless used as a handmaid to 
religion. *^Wbat avails," said she, ^^Solomoti's 
skill in the works of nature, if by nature we are 
not brought to see the God of nature ? What 
avails being skillful in astronomy, if we never stu- 
dy to arrive at those blessed regions ? What ad- 
vantage is skill in arithmetic, if we do not learn to 
number our days, and apply our hearts to wisdom ? 
What use is it for a physician to know either how 
to prevent or heal the diseases of the body, if he 
knew not where to find the balm of Gilead, the 
wine and oil of the good Samaritan, to poor into 
the wounds of bis own soul ? 

The mind of this excellent female was highly 
lifted above the gaieties and splendours of this vain 
ivorld. She knew the sweet pleasures of reli- 
gion, and had no relish for minor felicities. She 
most highly venerated her God, and made it her 
constant work to promote his honour. She bitterly 
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deplored the errors, follies, and vices of the age^ 
and not only made strong Intercessions with God 
<»n their behalf, but sought their tenefit by friendly 
reproof and the liest of counsels. Thus she lived ; 
and in this delightful work her master found her 
when he caHed iier to a tetter wodd. The period 
of her life and labours were of short duration, (or 
at'the youthful age of twenty-five years, she die4 
«t Barnes, in Surry, on June 12th, 1697' 
Upon her grave is the following inscription : 

^'Mortalsyhow few among your race . 

Have givcii this thought its weight : 
That on this slender moment hangs 

Your evedasting state !'' 
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THE THIRD, 

Was the daughter of James the second, and was 
born in the year 1 661. From earliest life she waa. 
most happily disposed, being good and geDtl€, 
before she was capable of knowing it was her duty | 
to be so ; which temper ceniinued ^through all h^ i 
childhood, so that she never gave, in the whale 
course of her education, one occasion for reprooL 
And in connexion witb.tbemost amiable temper^ &he 



wkb the plague of sin, and I myself an» tainted 
witli the s^me disease y so that while I live here 
I shall bejn danger of being infected^ and of infect- 
ing others^ 

^' I desire to die, becaose nothing in this world 
can give me solid and durable contentiaent. 

<^ With regard to my childjten, I am^nottroubled \ 
for that God who hath given them life and breath| a 
and all they have, while 1^ am livingyxan provide for 
them when I am dead. — My God will be their God 
if they be his ; and if not, what comfort will it be 
for me to live to behold it ? Life would be bitter 
to me if I should see them dishonour God, whom I 
so greatly love. . 

<< I fear not death, because k is but the-.separa* 

! tion of the soul from the body, and that is but a 

shadow of the body of death. Roniu vii^ 24* 

Whereas the sepaipation of thesouLlrom God by 

j sin, and of soul and body for sin, is death indeed. 

s| t»$uah lix. 2. 

' - M I l^ar not death, because it is a foe which has 
been often vanquished, and because I am armed 
against it^ and the weapons of my warfare are 
mighty through God, and lam assured of victory.^' 

Forther comfort ia her last hours she composed 
some particulars of the principal mercies and bless- 
ings she had received from her God. 



^ ^4 
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^ How shall I/' she observed, '' praise God for 
my conversion ?— -for bis word, both in respect of 
my love to it, and the wonderful consolation I b^ve 
had from it ? — for hearing ray prayers ? — for god* 
ly sorrow ?-!— for fellowship with the godly ? — for 
joy in the Holy Spirit ? — for the desire of death ?— 
for contempt of the world ? — for private helps and 
comforts ? — for giving me some strength against 
my sins ? — for preserving me from gross evils, 
both before and after my calling ?'' 

In the last sickness, which was of long continu- 
ance, she was deeply sensible of the dangers and 
miseries that attend our progress through life; 
and often implored God to remove her into a bet* 
ter world, saying, in the words of David, ^^ Make 
haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation ! Be pleas* 
ed, O Lord, to deliver me ! O Lord make haste to 
help me !'' And at length she was relieved in the 
most comfortable manner ; for her spirit departed 
from her body when it was expected she had only 
fallen asleep She thus calmly entered into irest| 
on August 17th, 1638. 



MRS. AJ\rjSr BAYJSTJURD, 

Was descended from an ancient and respectable 
family in Lancashire, and born in the year 1672. 
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her God ; affiiction was doubled, when prevented 
thereby from entering his earthly courts ; for the 
public ordinances of that public day, were to her 
soul like a young heaven upon earth. In short, 
she had the knowledge of a divine ; the foith, ho- 
liness, and seal of a real Christian ; the wisdom of 
the serpent, joined, to the innocency of the dove. 
She had the power of godliness, and spread a glo- 
ry over her profession : serious, but nut melan- 
choly; cheerful, but without levity. She was 
thankful to God for all his mercies, possessed the . 
deepest viev^s of her need of Jesus, depended ex* 
dusively on his merits and satisfaction, and re* 
nounced all her own works in the grand article of 
justification before God. 

In her concentrated the various excellencies of 
the several eminent women on sacred writ : She 
was A Sarah to her hu^and ; 

A Eimice to her children ; 

A Loii to her grand children ^ 

A Lydia to God's ministers^ 

A Martha to her guests ; 

A Dorcas to the poor ; and 

An Ann to her God, 
The conclusion of her life was a long confine- 
ment — first to her chamber, then to her couch, 

and last of all to her bed ; but patience had her 

3 
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perfect work. After which she expired almost Tik 
^sensibly ; eujoying an easy passage to that happt'^ 
ness which is the free gift of God through Jesm- 
Christ our Lord. 



MRS. ^JVTA: MARIA SCHURMAJST. 

This lady was a descendant of a noble protests 
ant family in Germany, and was born at Cologne* 
in 1607. The powers of her mind were very 
great, which she employed in the acquisition of » 
very considerable stock of literature, and became 
skilled in many languages; for the Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew were so familiar to her, that she not 
miry wrote, but spoke tiiem fluenll}", to the sur- 
prise of many learned men : rn addition to which^ 
she had a competent knowledge. of the liberal arts 
and sciences, and was held in the highest reputa- 
tion by several) of the greatest learning in her time. 

In the latter part of her life, the religious tem- 
per of her mind, and feelings of her heart, increas- 
ed ; and setting little value on her literary honourS| 
or extraordinary accomplishments, she became 
most zealously concerned to obtain the favour of 
God, as the richest of treasures and highest of 
pleasures. After this great change of sentiments 
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41 nd conduct, she wrote an account of her life in 
Latin, in which she mentions several remarkable 
circumstances concerning herself. 

During her last illness, she declared her full 
satisfaction in religion ; and after suffering much 
fiom her disorder, expressed herself iu the follow- 
ing words : " I have proceeded one step farther 
towards eternity; and if the Lord should please 
to increase my pains, it will be no cause of sor- 
'TOw; the will of my God is all to me; I follow 
him. How good is it to be in the hands of God ! 
But it will be still better for me when I shall 
epjoy more full communion with him, among the 
<bildreQ of God, in the abodes of the blessed. I 
liave nothing more to desire iu this world.'' 

In the last night of her life, she said to one who 
watched with her: ^^I am almost continually im- 
pressed with a sentiment of this nature — A Chris- 
iian must suffer. — This sentiment comforts me in 
my pains, and supports me that I faint net. Oh how 
^ood it is to remain in silence and patience before 
God ! My most beneiicent Father has not dealt 
with meas with his servant Job, whose frienHs were 
ynih him seven days in silence, and then addressed 
liim with bitter words. But how sweet and com- 
iartabie are the impressions which I feel I"- 
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PRIMVESS ELIZABETH OF THE RHWE. 

This Lady was the eldest daughter of Frederic 
5th^ Elector Palatine and King of Bohemia, by 
Ann, daughter of James 1st, King of England, 
and was born in the year l620. 

She possessed only a small territory. But gov- 
erned it with great judgment and attention to the 
happiness of her subjects ; she made it a rule to 
hear, one day in every week, all such cases as were 
brought before her, and on these occasions her wis- 
dom, justice, and moderation, were very conspicu- 
ous. She frequently remitted forfeitures in cases 
where the parties were poor^ or in any respect 
worthy of favour. It was also remarkable thai 
she often introduced religious considerations as 
motives to harmonize contending parties. 

In the year l677y the famous William Pena 
pa.*d her a vbit, and was treated by her with great 
respect. The following account of her is taken 
from his works : 

^^ The meekness and humility of this princess 
was extraordinary ^ she never considered the qual- 
ity, but merit of her visiters ; apd if she heard 
of any retired'man seeking the knowledge of a bet-' 
ler world, she was sure to set him down in the 



1>I11IYCES9 ELIZABETH OF THE KHIxNK. . t9 
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catalogue of her charity, if he wanted it. I have 
casually seen, I believe, fifty tokens of her beuev* 
"olence sealed and directed to the several poor 
subjects of her bounty, whose distance prevented 
^bem from being personally known to her. Thus, 
though she kept no sumptuous table in her own 
tcourt, she spread the tables of the poor in their 
^lolitary cells. 

^ She was abstemious in her living, and in ap- 
parel void of all vain ornaments ; but her mind 
liad a noble prospect, for her eye was to the best 
and most lasting inheritance. Being once at Ham- 
i>org, a religious person (whom she went to see 
ibr the sake of religion) remarked to her, ^ It was 
«too great an honour for him to receive a visitant of 
lier quality, who was allied to so many great 
4iDgs and princes of this world ; to which she 
liumbly replied, * If they were religious as well as 
Hreat, it would be aft honour indeed , but if you 
Ikuew what that greatness is, as well as I do, you 
would value it less.' 

*^ After a religious meeting we had with her, she 

was. much affected, and said, < It is a hard thing to 

be f^j^hfui to what one knows. O the way is 

strui^t ! I am afraid I am not weighty enough in 

iny i^/irit to walk in it.' 

'^ I cannot forget her last words, when I took 

3* 
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leave of her ; < Let me,' said she, ^desire you to • 
remember me, though I live at so great a dis- 
tance, and you should never see me more. Be 
assured that though my condition iubjects me to 
divers temptations, yet my sou} tas strong desires 
after the best things.^ 

^' She lived till the age of sixty years, and thcB 
died at her house in Herwerden, in the yfear l680^ 
as much lamented as she had be^n beloved by her 
people. To her real worth, I do, with a religit 
gratitude, dedicate this memorial." 



UiDY RACHEL RUSSELL. 

This Lady was the daughter of the Earl of 
Southampton, and was. born 1636. Nattifaily 
she possessed a noble mind, a solid uoderstaaii- 
ing, and an amiable and benevolent temper ; and 
spiritually she affords us an eminent instancy 
and a highly instructive example of the power of 
real religion, even in the greatest storms of afflic- 
tion.^ 

About the year 1669, she was married to the 
great, the good, but the unfortunate William tbrf 
Russell, son of the Earl of Bedford, who was crii- 
elly and unjustly beheaded, July 21, l68S, in the 
reign of Charles the 2d« 
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poriDg the sad period of her beloved and illus- 
trious husbands' troubles, she conducted herself 
wh^.a mixture of the most tender affection and the 
nost surprising magnanimity. She appeared in 
caurt at his trialj and when the attorney-general 
i4ild him^' He might employ one of his servants ia 
vaitiDgtotake notes of the evidence for his use/' 
Ijord Russell answered, <^ he asked none, but that 
•fthe lady who sat by bim/^ The spectators, at 
these words, turned their eyes and beheld the 
iSaoghter of the virtuous Southampton, rising up 
to assist her lord in this his utmost distress : a 
thrill of anguish instantly ran through the assembly. 
After his condemnation she threw herself at tlie 
king's feet, and pleaded the great merits and loy- 
alty of her father, in order to save her husband; 
Imi his majesty, with dry eyes and a stony heart, 
refiise<| her request, though the daughter of that 
Southampton who was the best friend he ever had 

inhisKfe. 

When the painful day of separation came, her 
conduct was still worthy of the highest admiration $ 
for, without a sigh or tear, she spoke the last fare- 
well to her husband, and he parted from his lady 
with a composed silence, observing, after her de- 
parture, *^ The bitterness of death is now past." 
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For they loved and esteemed each other beyond 
expression. 

After his death she was concerned to behave 
herself properly under the afflicting hand of God,' 
and to fulfil the duties which now devolved ex- 
clusively upou herself, in the care, education, dis^ 
posal, and happiness of her children ; those living 
remains of heriord, who had been so dear to him| 
and who were for his sake as well as her own so 
dear to herself. 

The following short extracts from a few'of her 
letters evince the spirituality of her mind, the ben- 
efits she derived from hei afflictions, and her com- 
fortable hopes of future rest and felicity : 

Ididy RmsscU to Doctor FitzwiUiam. 

'^ You, my friend, who knew us both, and how 
we lived, must allow I have just cause to bewsul 
my loss. I know it is common with others to lose 
a friend ; but few can glory in the happiness of 
living with such an one, and ievir consequently ^aa 
lament the like loss. Who must but shrink at such 
d blow, till, by the mighty aid of the Holy Spirit;, 
they let the gift of God, which he has put into their 
hearts, interpose? Oh, if I did steadfastly be- 
lieve, I could not be dejected : for I wilfnot injure 
myself to say, I offer my mind any infeaor cooso- 
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lation to supply this loss ! No ; I most willingly 
foFsake this world — this vexatious, troublesome 
world, in which I have no other business than to 
lid my soul from sin, and secure my eternal in* 
teresi ; to bear with patience and courage my em- 
inent misfortunes, and ever, hereafter, to be above 
the smiles and frowns of it ; and having finished 
the remnant of the work appointed me on earth, 
joyfully to wait for the heavenly perfection in 
God's good time, when, by his infinite mercy, I 
may be counted worthy to enter into the same place 
of rest and repose, where he is gone for ^hom I 
grleve« £ 

from theenticiflg delights of the world, I can af- 
ter this event be better weaned. I was too rich in 
possessions while I possessed him. All relish now is 
gone. I bless God for it, and pray I may more and 
more turn the stream of my affection upwards, and 
set my heart upon the ever-satisfying perfections 
of God; not starting at bis darkest providences, 
but remembering continually, that either his glory, 
justice, or power, is advancing by every one of 
them ; and that mercy is over all his works, as we 
shall one day, with ravishing delight, behold ! 

<< It is the grace of God which dbposes me to 
ask after, and thirst after, such comforte as the 
world cannot give : what comforts it can give I 
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am most sure I have felt^ and experienced to be 
uncertain and perisliing. Such I will never more, 
the grace of God assisting, seek after ; and yet I 
expect a joyful day after some mournful ones ; and 
though I walk sadly through the valley of death, I 
will fear no evil ; humbling myself under the 
mighty hand of God, who will save in the day of 
trouble. He knows my sorrows, and the weakness 
of my person ; I commit ipyself and mine to him.'' 

To Lady Essexy she wrote as follows : 

^^ I beseech God, one day, to speak peace to 
our afflicted minds, and not to suffer ij&.to be dis- 
appointed of our great hope; but we must wait 
for our day of consolation, till this world passes 
away. An unkind and trifttless world this has 
been to us. Why it has been such God knows 
best. All his dispensations serve the end of his 
providences; and they are ever beautiful and 
must be good, and good to every one of us ; and 
even those dismal ones are to us, if we can bear 
evidence to our own souls, that we are better for 
our afflictions; which is often the case with those 
who suffer wrongfully. We may reasonably believe 
our friends have found that rest we yet but hope 
for 5 aod what better comfort can you or I desire 
in this valley of the shadow of death we are walk- 
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ing through ? The rougher our path is, the more 
delightful and ravishing will he the exchange.'' 

She survived Lord Russell above forty years, 
and continued his widow to the end of her life. 
She died in 172;3, in the eighty seventh year of 
her age. 

Her declaration just before her peaceful end 
was, ^^ God has not denied me the support of his 
Holy Spirit, in this my long day of calamity ; but 
has enabled me, in some measure, to rejoice in 
him as my portion for ever. He has provided a 
remedy for all our griefs, by his sure promises of 
another life ; where there is no death, nor any 
pain or trouble, but fulness of joy in the presentre 
of him who made us, and who will love us for ever.'' 



MRS. JAJSTE RATCLIFFE. 

Was born l6J8; her superior faith and god- 
liness render her a proper subject for these me- 

moir^. 

In early life she indulged herself in many of the 
follies and vanities of her time ; but being convinced 
of their fatal tendency, she utterly renounced them, 
and placed her affections on those things which 
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always said, in allusion to the story of Monica, the 
mother of St.Augustine, ^ go home and itiake your- 
self easy ; the child of those tears can never perish.' 
Now my dear when God hath removed 'me, imU 
tate St. Augustine's, behaviour after the death of 
Monica ; do not be dejected ; think of the happi- 
ness 1 shall then be enjoying, and say as he said^ 
when some wondered at his cheerfulness, my moth* 
er is not a woman to be lamented." 

Thus she continued to bear her dying wi^ess 
of ^^ the joys of God's salvation," till the moment 

s 

of separation from earth arrived, add at eleven 
minutes past twelve o'clock she expired, on Fri- 
day morning, Nov. 12th, 1784. 

When an eminent minister was informed of her 
decease, and what a glorious testimony she had 
given on her death bed, he observed, ^^ It was in- 
dulgent of God to grant it, but Mrs. Woodd needed 
no such testimony, her life had been one con- 
tinued testimony to the truth, and no particular 
testimony was requisite at her death." There 
was not a person in the parish who had heard the 
report, Mrs. Woodd is dead, but as instantly ob- 
served, '^ well, that woman is gone to heaven." 
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Lm>Y GLEJ^ORCHY, 

Was the daughter of Dr. William Maxwell^ 
Esq. of Preston, m GaHoway, North Britain and 
was bora at Preston 1742. 

In early life this accomplished young lady was 
died with vanity, was fond of dress, and ardent- 
ly attached to gay and fashionable amusements ; 
hxsX in all the bloom of youth, and with all worldly 
pleasures at her command , she unexpectedly cast 
kerself, her fortune, her honours, and her talents 
at the feet of the cross of Jesus. 

This interesting change was effected in the foI« 
lowing way : — After a providential restoration 
from a severe attack of sickness, about her twenty- 
liiird year, her mind involuntarily turned to the first 
question and Answer in the Assembly's Catechism. 
« What is the chief end of Man ?" " It is to glo- 
fify God and to enjoy him for ever !** These 
words arrested her attention, and naturally dictated 
liie important queries. Have I answered the end 
of ray being? Have I glorified God? Shall I 
enjoy him for ever ? 

Reviewing her past life, she was constrained 
to answer in the negative to those all-important 
questions. Her conscience was awakened, and 
produced great anxiety and fear of soul for a con- 
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siderable time ; but on reading the 5th chapter c»f 
Romans she discovered the way whereby Goci 
could be just and yet justify skmeis, which gospel 
intelligence not only enlightened her mind, but 
relieved her conscience, and restdred peace to her 
soul. 

 The fruits of her faith soon produced the mosfc 
unequivocal evidences of her happy change; she 
openly avowed her religion,, renounced the sin* 
fill pleasures of the world, and dedicated herself to 
the private, the social, and the public exerciseis of 
genuine godliness* 

To enlarge the sphere of her usefulness, she 
letrenched the many personal expenses, deny* 
ing herself the luxuries of this world, for the supe- 
rior luxury of doing good. Yea, she even di^po* 
sed of a beautiful and considerable part of her 
landed property, and arranged all her i^irs In 
the most suitable manner for employing her life in 
beneficence, and for continuing her useful designs 
with success, after her own departure to another 
world. 

In addition to most extensive acts of temporal 
charity, her attention was greatly directed to the 
education of the young, hundreds of whom will 
have to thank her as the honoured instruments of 
their enjoying a religious education. She also ei> 
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tried her influence and ability in publisbing and 
dispersing religious tracts« At her desire and ex- 
pense a Gaelic translation of '^ AUein's alarm to 
the unconverted/' was composed, published, and 
circulated, which work has proved highly useful 
in the highlands. 

But her principal work, and most considerable 
expense, was the erection of several places for pub' 
He worsh^. Id Edinburgh she built a large hand- 
some chapel^ capable of holding 2000 persons. 
She erected and endowed a church at StrathfiUam, 
in the parish of Killan. She contributed, ia con- 
junction with Lady Hope, for building a place of 
worship) at Bristol Hot-wells, which is called 
Hope chapel. Also^ in order to introduce and 
support the gospel^she purchased a neat chapel at 
Matloc, in Derbyshire f another at Carlisle; a 
third at Workington, ia Cumberland ; and a fourth 
at Newton Burhill, Devon ^ all which she left in 
trust for their original design ;^ in addition to which, 
she greatly aided the erection of other places ; she 
liberally helped, and frequently entirely supported, 
able and faithful mimsters, whose congregations 
were too poor to support their pastors, and she edu- 
cated many young men for the holy nijnistry. 

Thus her bosom glowed with roost fervent 

love to the Redeemer and to lost souls, and after 

7 
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all those kind and extensive exertions, none were 
more fully convinced, or more ready to confess, 
that we are not justified by our own performances ; 
but only and freely by the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus. 

But Lady Glenorchy knew the world too well, 
not to expect hatred and reproach for the sake of 
Christ ; which, however, in her estimation, was 
of the smallest consequence; more than most 
christians, she gloried in the cross of Christ; and 
the falsehoods frequently propagated against her, 
she made the subject of the most refined and in- 
nocent pleasantry. 

Full of plans to glorify God and to do good to 
men, she arrived at Edinburgh, from Bath, in the 
beginning of the summer, 1786. Her friends saw 
with great concern, her declining state of health ; 
she spoke much of death, was persuaded hers was 
near, and expressed joy at the prospt>ct. Almost 
her last words were, ^ If this be dying it is the 
easiest thing imaginable.'^ Disease prevailed, and 
she soon expired, in the 44th year of her age, on 
the Iftb July, 1786. 
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LADY HEmilETTA HOPE. 

« • 

This Lady was the third daughter of John^ 
Earl of Hopetown, and was .natarally formed for 
emiDence, for she possessed an excellent judgment, 
enriched by extensive information, and united to 
a heart formed for friendship and replete with 
sensibility. 

Yet though endowed with a mind thus enriched 
wHfa every moral virtue, it was not till slie attained 
her 25th year, that Lady Hope began to enquire 
about the great realities* of eternity ; at that period 
she saw her absolute need of the one thing needful, 
which impression was never afterwards effaced. 

Being brought from darkness to light, and com* 
forted respecting her own salvation, the grateful 
language of David became hers — ^^ what shall I 
render unto the Lord ?" And esteeming it both 
.her ipercy and duty^ she made an entire dedication 
of herself, and all she possessed^N^ ever should 
possess, to tliat g«*eat and gracious God who had 
dealt so bountiful with her; which. sacrifice prov- 
ed not only sincere, but universal throughout her 

life. 

But from an excess of the deepest humility, 
Lady Hope permitted the public eye to discover 
but a very itvf of her numerous, generous, and 
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judicious exertions, for the cause of religion in par^ 
ticular, and tli^ general good of her fellow crea- 
tures ; yet though unknown to man, her record is 
on high, and he who said, a cup of cold water giv»> 
en to a disciple, in the name of a disciple, shall 
not lose its reward, will soj[>ni:ead her acts 4>f faith 
and Jabours of love before an assembled world* 

However, as neither moral virtue, or the grace 
of God in the heart, procures the christian an ex« 
emption from earthly, afflictions, so Lady Hop^ 
had to realize the legacy of saints wliile upon eaith } 
she knew what tribulation wasiaieference to ma- 
ny distressing bodily complaints , in every pne of 
which genuine xeli^on inspired ber mind with 
christian fortitude and unbroken resignation. 

In autumn, 3 785, Lady Hope went to Bristol 
Hot-wdls, where, after every medical exertion 
proving inefiectual, and the medicinal virtues of 
the Wells yielding no relief, she rendered up her 
redeemed souUgfo the hands* of her God and Fa? 
iher, January 1 st, 1 786. 

"Of humble spirit, though of taste refined, 
Her feelings tender, though her win i'esign'45 
Call'd by affliction, every grace to prove, 
In patience perfect, and complete in love. 
O'er death victorious, through her Savioujr's mjgbt» 
She reijgns triumphant with the saints iq light," 
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This Lady was the daughter of the Earl of 
Buchaft, hy a lady of the bouse pf §tuart| and the 
eldest of a numerous family. 

Her early days were spent in Scotland, and 
^m her own communications it appearsi that 
when only sevep orei^ht years of age, she was a 
partaker of the gracious dealings and drawings of 
our Lord| which was Sweetly manifested by her lov;e 
to secret prayer, v 

However, aashe grew up, her early unpressions 
wore away, and ibr some years after^i she lived in 
ibe fashionable follies of this vain world;^ very lit« 
tie concernei) about an eternal sta^e ^ bMt hp whose 
love is !iiacb»ngeabte» ba4 not given her up foir ever, 
for about this time, tja^ Earl of Buchau, on account 
of family convenience, removed to Bath,, where La* 
dy Agnes (Irskiae soon commenc^U ber most inter* 
e8tingac(|uaintance with tbi^ Coqatesaof Hunting^- 
4ofi. 

A grqwiffg intimacy with Lady Huntingdoqi 
contributed to fij^dlvjne truths again io Lady. Ers- 
kine's n^ind, and sbe soqq became a professor of 
Ihi&principks Qfe?9Dgelical i^lij^ioA} tbljiddight- 
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fu! change, together with a congeniality of spirit^ 
engaged lady Huntingdon to invite lady Ann to re- 
main with her as her friend and companion, which 
solicitation was heartily complied with, and prov- 
ed equally pleasing and profitable to both, till the 
termination of Lady Huntingdon's life. During 
these years, as a helper in the truth, she walked 
with her aged friend in .^reat a0*ec(ion, and shared 
in the immensity of cares and engagements with 
which Lady Huntingdon .was involved* 

After the demise of Lady Huntingdon, Lad j 
Ann became a prominent person in the manage- 
ment of the^college and connexion^ which had heea 
so eminently ^atcoiiized by lady Huntingdon and 
in this station she -manifested the most wise and 
prudent measure8|.as well as a devotednes of hearty 
which made her work and 'tojl for the cause of 
truth, a pleasure and delight capable of undergoing 
any labour and difficiilty farther .Saviour and the 
souls of men. 

This scene of action continued for ahout twelve 
years, and through a life of unceasing activity, it 
was most eminently sanctified by prayer and med- 
itation. The very marks about her Bible dispilny 
the deep attention it received. Her conversation 
was always heavenly, and yet none could expre89 
a deeper sense of their own unworthiness. Her 
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-^venftment in this respect was, ^^ That the most 
viioly are the most humble in their own eyes.'' 

And as her race was glorious and useful, so her 
end was joy and peace; only two or three morn- 
ings preceeding her death, she told a friend, << The 
Lord had met her this morning with so much sweet* 
tiess of mind, that it seemed as if she was surround- 
ed by God.'' The day before' her departure she told 
an acquaintance, ^^she had no presentiment of 
death;" but ^dded, ^^-be that as it may, God is 
faithful^ and I feel unshaken confidence in him.'' 
Hejrlast words were) <^ How hsfppy am l4hat my 
^oul Is not in hell where f might have been ; and 
added, ^^ The 'Lord wfll reveal himself to me to- 
morjrow;" She was found sleeping the sleep pf 
dealii on the next morniog, about five o'clock, aged 
*65 years, more than forty of which had been spent 
;in works of faith and Itibounr <}f love. Glory to 
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"Was the daughter of a merchant in Charles^ 
^town, who had emigrated from Ireland. She 
was educated in all the gaieties and amuse- 
ments which the place afforded, and was par- 
ticularly iond of dancing; but forming an early 
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fitta^hme&t ««d whsequent union vitb a Mr. 
gare, who was most pioitslj educatedi she cheerfqlr 
If relinquished her diversions, conformed to the^ 
religious order of Mn l^egare's familji and assidr 
vously Itppliod herself to domestic duties ; yet 
without evincing any change of Jheart for som^ 
jfears i|fter l^r marriage^ until k pleased Qod t^ 
renew her sQui i^der t(ie ministry of the s^postoU^ 
Vhitaeld. 

During the seventeen years from hf c marri^g^ 
to her death, a variety of affictionf ^mbiiied tf 
^lylermiae )ier constitution^ and graduijly ta prot- 
^ce her approaching d'^ssolution^ which was seri- 
ously apprehended in Septemher,, 1797y and a^ti^ 
§}ly eipperienped the 5th of February> 1793^ 

In the commeqceo^ent ^f ber last illnjesfliy she 
fciomplained much of spirityal d^adn^ j bi^t 19 
^erlfibie, and at i^ throne ofgra^ce^ she found 
grace to mdatain an unshaken confidence in. th^ 
promises, yet frequently observed, ^^Oh that my 
Redeemer would shine upon me P' and told Mr. 
Legare, ^Mhat she cfid not enjoy the sensible pie* 
ly^ace of her ftedeemer, yet she truisted in bis bWod, 
ipd held hiji prornisesi which sb« W<^\4 TwrvfK l<Qt 
g6| and which made to feel as firan as a rocl^,^ 
AU ^W% wi^ mu^ more, wab apoJIfieqi wiAktbe 
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^greatest serenity, yet with a brilliancy in her eyes 
never to be forgotten. 

But as death advanced 4ier joys arose. — *^ Now,** 
said she, "my Redeemer smiles;*! after which 
she charged her childr^ " to tak€ care of their 
father, to live in lov^e, and to be certain >of ineetin^ 
her with (ieace and joy^at the bar of Grod/' 

On the sabbath before she died, she observed| 
" it is sweet to worship God in his church." An 
elderly lady replied, " Yes, my dear, but you will 
worship 4im in heaven to-day." O yes," said 
Mrs. Legare, and called her daughters to sing the 
17th psalm, 2d part,in Dr. Watt's coJliectiqvu 

^' Lord T aip thine : but thou wilt prove 
*^ My faith, my patience, and my tove." kc 

Her last words were, " O where is my rest ? I 
long, I long," and took her flight to God. 

Just preceding her decease^ hef physician came, 
and found the family with full hearts and wet ey^ ; 
her busband askec) him, ^^ what he thought of the 
scene in the nejct room i*" ^ Indeed, sir," said he, 
" I know not what to think jof it ; it is all a mystery 
tome; I have seen numbers of men, in all the 
vigour of health, and thirsting for martial honour, 
rush into the field of battle, and in that confused 
>?cene put pn the appearaixce of fortitude, y^t ncit 
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one of them could face the gradual approaches of 
death on a sick bed, without visible horror ; but 
here is a poor emaciated weman^ whose whole 
nervous systep is unstrung by long disease, wel- 
coming the grim messenger with the utmost sereni- 
ty and composure, and even with joy, though ap- 
proaching in all the horrors of the most gradual 
progress imaginable, (for she' was three days in the 
agonies of death.) Indeed, sir, it is all a mystery, 
and I know not how to account for it.'^ \ " Do you 
not, sir ? (said Mr. Legare,) go to Calvary ! You 
indeed see us, dissolved in tears; but I do not be- 
lieve that there is a tear in this room ejc^orted by 
grief. No, sir, they are tears of joy." 

The doctor went down stairs, ^nd met a gentle- 
man at the door, who inquired, " How Mrs. Legare 
was?'' He answered, "just gone, sir;" "Well," 
said the pers6n, " Mr. Legare is a philosopher, and 
I hope be will bt?ar the stroke like oi^e." " Philo- 
sophy I (replied the doctor,) I have thought as 
much of philosophy as any man ; But*tbe scene • 
within beats philosophy kolhwy - 
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■^ This lady was born in the year 1765, in tlie 
Dutchy of Wirtemberg, of holy parents, who es* 
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teemed no business so interesting as devoting their 
offspring to God, and instilling into their tender 
minds the fundamental principles of our sacred faith. 

She was naturally of ^ calm and reserved dis- 
position, which, however, preserved her from ma- 
ny temptations to which more lively tempers are 
exposed. 

At a very early period she commenced a very 
close, yet secret communion with her adorable 
Lord, whose grace she sought and found by humbte 
prayer, and whose coadesctnsionto her wants she 
experienced with unspeakable joy. 

Her future husband was a clergyman of truly 
evangelical principles, and unblameable conduct, 
who had accepted a call to a protestant congrega- 
tion in the Austrian dominions, where he had much 
work, with a very small stipend. His first wife was 
an intimkte friend of Frederica's ; but being soon 
deprived of her by death, and left with two infants, 
and the duties of a parish thirty miles in extent, It 
appeared most expedient for him to re*enter the 
conjugal state, respecting which step he implored 
the divine direction. 

In those circumstances, one day examioing a 
book belonging to his last wife, which contained 
many memorials and profiles of her friends,'aad 
among the rest that of Frederics. He was paf- 
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ticularly engaged with her profile^ and suddenfy 
thought^ ^' Vfhjy this may be the very same person' 
whom God has chosen for me." In the midst of 
these reflections a friend stepped in and inquired^ 
^ What do you look for in this book ?" He plain- 
ly answered^ ^^ lor a wife !" ^< And which is the 
object of yonr wish ?" " Guess." The friend, 
on examkiatioBy pointed out the same which had 
so powerfully excited his attention ; in consequence 
of whkh the profile was sent in a letter to his broth- 
er with the following queries : — ^^ Whether its 
original was still Irvhig? What was her age? 
Whether she was of truly christian sentiments ? 
and if those were suitable, whether she was will- 
ing to journey into Austria^ and become the wife 
of a widower^ and the mother of two children ?" 

TIi^ siHgnlar commission his Inrotber farthfnlly per- 
formed, and Frederica^ though greatly surprised by 
iheapplieatioD, after seriously praying and mature- 
ly considering the proposal, in face of every diffi- 
culty, felt disposed to accept it ; which resolution 
continued firm, and she cheerfully left her house^ 
and parents, and all, to become the wife of Mr* 
Hafan. 

Her husband sooa found he possessed in her a 
aiost mvahiable treMttfe,wha nobly employed her 
talents to glorify her God^ and communicate good 
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not only in the family, but to the whole congrega* 
tion, so that to the present time her. name is never 
tnentioned without tokens of respect, gratitude, 
and regret. 

Frequently she had to struggle - with no small 
trials ; but God never forsook her. At oae lim^ 
there was neither money or food in the house ; this 
distress she kept to herself, most fervently implor* 
lug divine assistance. It was Sunday, and her dis- 
tress had risen to the highest pitch, when as soon 
the service was over, a member of the congrega- 
tion who had never given any thing before to his 
pastor, came to the house and presented him with 
several ducats, which filled her heart with joy, 
and gratitude, and praise to her providing God. 

After five years residence in Austria, Mr. Hafan 
unexpectedly received a call to a superior situation 
in his native country, and while absent from home, 
taking leave of some people in a distant village^^ 
one of his children was taken for death. Who can 
describe the distress of the solitary mother ? She 
prayed and cried, and wrestled, for the life of the 
child 5 her heart bled at the sight of his dying ago* 
nies, and it was long before she was able to sacf t« 
fice her little Isaac. At last, howev^, she rose 
superior to natural feelings, and rising from pra3rer, 
tock her darling to her arms, resigning hhn t* 
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God's will, and insensibly he expired, while lying 
on her bosoni. She then thanked God for giving 
her resignation to his will;. clothed the lifeless 
body of the infant iir clean white linen, put his 
hands together^ctosedhis beautiful eyes, and wait- 
ed for her husband's return, who being overtaken 
by a storm did not reach honpe till midnight; at 
last he arrived wetthroogb, and his first question 
waS) <^ How ar« the dear children ?" She replied, 
^*very well." He was going to look at them, 
when she softly held him back, and observed, that 
* they were asleep* Whilst he was drying and re- 
freshing himself, she was conversing on the gf eat 
duty of submission to the divine will-; atid at last 
proposed the question, how he should feel if God 
Vere to take one or more of the d^ar diildren to 
himself? " 1 should be dumb," he answeied, '* not 
daring to open my mouth ^ knowing that what* 
ever God does; is right." She then, in the most 
affectionate manner^ toolt him by the hand, and 
led him to the beautiful' corpse; streams of tears 
flowed down his face, and he was unable to speak 
al first : but both falling on thelf knees^ humbled 
tkemselves under the mighty hand of God, and at 
length saying with submission^ <^ The Lord gave, 
the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of 
the Lord!" 
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After ixntny difficulCies they reached their new 
sitUatioB^ where Mrs» Haho-was most severely af- 
flicted with an Hincommon depression of spirits, 
.vhich clouded her former serenity, and occasioned 
many an inward conflict. 

. About foQr years subsequent to this -removal, 
*Mr. Hahn was called to another charge, where Mrs. 
Hahn-entirely refined her former composure of 
Biiad. Her family was increased to eleven chil- 
dren, but God's blessing was- increased also; and 
4t was delightful to behold the holy mother full of 
activity and. cheerfulness, leading heriittle ones to 
Christ, ih^ great friend of chiMren. Her christian 
example, her maternal tenderness, her -ferveat 
:prayers, ber loving injunctions, had but one prima- 
ry design, toinspire their lender hearts, with the 
'.warmest love to ^Christ. 

Mrs. ll«hn< wasat length seized with an inflam- 
matipn, which put a-spieedy termination to her val- 
uable life, " a life of faith in the Son of God." In 
'her short illness she gave the most certain evi- 
dences of her unsh^Lken iaith in Christ, her assur* 
ance of an interest in the Redeemer, and her firm 
hope of etemal.life. She told her physician, **^t 
was for her children's sake she consulted him ; for 
her own part she was quite ready to depart : death 
to her was nothij^g more than a transition from 
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one aparttnent to another.'* A short period be- 
fore her departure she repeated, with a peculiar 
emphasis, the beautiful explanation of the second 
article of feith by Luther, and with these words her 
happy spirit departed to another world, there to 
see his face, « of whom the whole family of heaven 
and earth is named.'^ 



MRS. ^NJ^ DUTTOJSTj 

Was the daughter of a Mr.Dutton, of Northamp- 
ton, and was hot n about the end of the l7th centu- 
ry. She was providentially blessed with gracious 
parents, who gave her the inestimable advantage 
of a religious education. 

With them she attended the ministry of the 
Rev. Mr. Hunt, of Northampton, which, said she, 
^' was the place of my first and second birth.'' 
From a child she knew the scriptures, frequently 
engaged in private prayer, and often preferred reli- 
gious exercises to childish play ; but with all these 
appearances she was, to use her own words, " a 
proud se|f«righteous creature ; and an awful foe 
and stranger to God, and the way of salvation, by 
the person, blood, and righteousness of Christ/^ 
For though she had a notional knowledge of tbes9 
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thiogs, yet the enmity of her heart attempted 
join somethiog of her own doing with Chri 
thereby seeking life by the deeds of the law. 

Soon after this^sbe became more vain, and prov 
and earthly, which weaned her of her suppbs 
goodness andAtaessto^eagage the favour of Qc 
and in this state God convii^ced her that s&e was 
ftdoess of sin and rebellioQ, and^istlj deserved 1 
vengeance for ever. 

To commend "God^^<s iove ihe observed, '^1 
^ took me at my worst !" This real change of hei 
was effected when she -was about tikirteen years 
age, and was>jaanifest from her former piofedsic 
(^by a greater concern of ^eod, her finding, no pea 
.in those things which once constituted her pea< 
'her feeling a wound, which was^far too deep to 
healed by her own doings, a deep conviction of I 
.total stoAdness aind inability, a certaincy that 
salvation wascby thefree graceof God, through t 
.person and work oi^the Redeemer; in 6hort a i 
iHinciatloD oi herself, jand a venture exclusive 
upon the Lord Jesua Christ for pardon, peace, [ 
f ity, and all salvation. 

Her subsequent life, like all the saints, ^ 

a chequered pilgrimage, at one time in hopes, 

-another in fears : but her felicity was always to 

to Christ as an undone smaeriand he never cast 1 

8* 
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out, but verified his grace and fidelity in receiv- 
ing, loving, and saving her. 

This cross of Jesus was the constant object of 
her faith. " There/* (she beautifully observed) 
" I viewed all my sins, meeting upop Jesus, and 
salvation obtained, and flowing down to me in the 
freest grace, there his boundless grace set ray sod 
a burning ! I looked and loved ! I looked and 
mourned ! divine'love filled my soul with unspeak^ 
able joy; but a sight of my sins piercing and 
wounding him, caused such bitterness as 1 never 
felt before.** 

When about fifteen years of age, she united 
with the church of Christ at his holy supper, and 
amidst all her weakness through unbelief, the Lord 
continued to reveal Christ more and more, as the 
great foundation of her faith and joy. 

At about twenty- two years of age she was mar« 
tied, and removed from Northampton to London, 
where she united with the people of God, continu- 
ed to wait upon his ordinances, passing on from 
glory to glory, but where and when she died is 
left to us uncertain ; may it be our felicity to follow 
her as she followed Jesus, and to meet her redeem- 
ed spirit in the sinless and tearless world above. 
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MRS. MARTHA HAMILTOJST. 

This departed saint possessed the great privi« 
lege to descend from eminently godly parents and 
ancestors, a privilege which she highly valued, not 
as a substitute for personal religion, but as an in- 
teresting and powerful incentive to heart felt god- 
liness. The well known and ^cellent Mr. Jo- 
seph Williams, of Kidderminster, was her grand- 
father on her mother's side, and the Rev. Dr. 
Winter, formerly pastor df the church in New- 
Court, Gary- Street, London, was her venerable 
and beloved father. "" 

In early life she not only enjoyed a truly reli- 
gious education, but realized the renewing grace of 
God ; and at the age of thirteen years and a half, 
she. entered into a solemn covenant engagement 
to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in whose name 
she had been baptized. Of this engagement with 
her God she left a valuable written record, which 
manifests not only a fervent devotion, but a know- 
ledge of divine truth, and a maturity of judgnaent 
far above her years ; and through all the progres- 
sive scenes of her life, she conspicuously evinced 
an cmiform affection and adherence to the truths, 
and the holiness of the gospel of Christ. 

Her religious principles not merely contained 
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a speculative, but constrained to a practical pari- 
ty ; she held the truth in love and holiness, she 
was eminent for filial pi&tyy and for the discharge 
of every relative duty, and in addition to ^< piety 
at home," she was through the grace « of her Sav- 
iour, a friend of no common worth. 

A consumption, the fatal messenger^of her end, 
giadually fulfilled the last commission of the Al- 
mighty respecting this invaluable woman; and as 
her steps descended to the grave, it was dearly 
seen by those familiar with herythat her spirituality 
daily increased ; that her nieetness for glory watf 
^more and more advanced; she thanked her Ged 
for all past favours, observed she had no desire to 
retrace a single st^p of her life, that all was calm 
aad blessed within, and that she thankfully accept- 
ed the gospel salvation. She spoke with peculiar 
pleasure of that description of the divine character t 
^^ The Lord, the Lord God^ merciful and gracious, 
long suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth." 
She said, about two hours before she took her 
flight, ^ I new want my blessed Saviour to fetch 
me home." Thus she fell arieepiin Jesus, Not. 
18, 1805. 
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LADY BURFORD, 

Was another monument of grace selected from 
the great^ and noble. She was the only child of 
an eminent merchant at Hull, and was born 1767- 
Her various attractions qualified her foi an ele« 
vated rank in Society, and in the year 1790 she 
gave her hand to the noble lord whose title she 
bore, and who afterwards became duke of St. Albans. 

Thus dignified she was for 4. time fascinated 
with the splendour of nobility ; but it graciously 
pleased God, by means o( the rod of affliction, 
and that excellent book of the Rev. J. Hervey, 
'^ Theron and Aspasio," to effect a most impor- 
tant change in her religious views, and to conduct 
her weary soul to Jesus Christ, the exclusive source 
of real salvation and permanent happiness. 

The following letter, written to her only child, 
the right honourable Lady Mary Beauclerk, and 
left with a friend to be given her after her mother's 
death, fully defines her own sentiments on the 
momentuous subject of genuine and personal reli- 
gion : — 

''dear child. 

When you receive these lines, I shall be 
gone to that dear Jesus, whom I used to talk and 



read to you about. Pray how, take «oroe of my 
best advice ; hear my faith, and pray to* the Lord 
Jesus Chri&t* to give to you the same. He was 
pleased to show me, at .twenty^'^ve years of age, 
soon after you were born, that all my strifH attend- 
ance on public worship^ my many prayers, alms^ 
and reading good books, would not make, me right- 
eous. I saw that I sinned in whatever I did. I 
read that. precious book, Mr.Hervey's Thtron and 
Aspasio, which I, particularly recommend to }ou: 
I there saw that I was to apply to Jesus for every 
thing ; I did so, he gave me to trust that J was par- 
doned through bis Mood ; justified, completely 
justified by his -righteousness. He has guided me 
hitherto by his good spirit, and I am assured he 
will stand faithfully by me in the last trying hour 
t^of death. Yes, this God is our God, for ever 
and for ever ^ he will be our guide even unto death. 
rPs. xlviii.iV 

The whole of her subsequent life furnished the 
most certain evidence that she :had believed unto 
righteousness. She was a warm friend to the 
doctrines of grace ; saw that salvation was all of 
grace ; and these doctrines difiused their legiti- 
mate influence through all her conduct. She be- 
came dead to the world, and alive to God and &fc 
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bim. She was moulded into her Saviour's image, 
and the graces of his spirit shone most conspicu- 
ously in her, especially meekness aad humility. 
She truly loved all who loved the Saviour, of every 
denomination j and never appeared ashamed to own 
" whose she ws^, and whorn^ she served." 

Thus bloomed this flower of Paradise, diffusing, 
while in this wilderness, the sweetest fragrance on 
every side 5 but it was shortly to be transplanted 
to a far more genial clime, there to blossom in 
eternal youth and vigour. 

The religion of Lady 6. not only taught her 
how to live, but afforded her support and joy in a 
dying hour ; for her consolations in the season of 
death were strikingly manifested by the sweet and 
heavenly words which dropped from her quiver- 
ing lips. When taken for d^ath, the idea of dying 
overpowered her mind with joy,.and clapping her 
bands in the most triumphant manner^ she looked 
joyfully upwards, and repeated over again and 
again, with the ntost lively sensations, << Oh ! how 
imppy ! Oh*l how happy ! I^shalKbe with Jesus ! 
t shall be happy fb^ ever.'' <^ My heart and my 
flesh faileth, but God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever." Ps. Ixxiii. 27* Yet, 
however, God permitted the grand adversary to 
sift and try her, and she Mi an awful cloud of dark* 
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ness pass over her mind ; but satan did not loag 
gratify his malice^ for her redeemer soon filled her 
soul again with all joy, and^ peace in believing. 
The last words she was heard to utter, were, " Je- 
sus, Jesus." An inexpressible sweetness reigned 
in her countenance and appearing more than com- 
monly happy, she entered into the joy of her Lord, 
in the thirty-thhrd year of her age, July 18, 1801. 

" 'Tis religion that can give 
Sweetest pleasures while we live : 
'Tis religion can supply 
Solid comforts when we die/* 



MRS. ISABELLA BRAJ^DER, 

Was born near Elgin, Murryshire, North Brit* 
aln, about the year 1770, of honest, indasttious, 
professing parents. She was favoured with a re- 
ligious education, and from a child^ possessed a 
speculative acquaintance with the great principles 
of the gospel ; but, by a few years residence in 
London, she had imbibed deislical sentiments, and 
learned by degrees to reject and ridicule the prin- 
ciples of her early youth ; yet she was choiieo, and 
called in rhe furnance of affliction; and was cooh 
verted at the eleventh hour. 
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- tn March) 1801, having been seized with a 
nervous consumption, her physicians advised her to 
return to her native air. She accordingly went to 
Scotland and resided in the house of a sister, who 
was a gracious woman, and wflo deenied it her 
duty to act faithfully to her afflicted sister's soul ; 
but with much anger Isabella told her to hold her 
peace, acknowledged she beKeved in no hell, call- 
ed the Holy Bible a parcel of lies, and threatened 
to leave the house if plagued with such nonsense, 
and actually did for some time, because family 
worship was regularly kept up ; but her mind was 
restless till she returned, still, however, as harden- 
ed as ever. 

About the end of August, 1801, her body was 
violently pained with a burning fever, and he^ 
Inind filled with irritation against God; frequently 
she dropped some blasphemous expressions a- 
gainst him, and at last, with the utmost horrors of 
mind, she cursed the day of her birth ; denied the 
justice of her afflictions, and the mercy of God for 
his conduct towards her ; which made her sister 
shriek, give her up for lost, and burst into tears. 

But now the period of Jehovah's power and mer- 
cy was arrived, and God was pleased to bless the 
efforts of her sister, of some pious neighbours, and 
especially of the Rev. Mr. Bayne, of Elgin, ia 

9 
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producing a coBsiderable attention to those things^ 
which concerned her everlasting peace. At last 
^e most feelingly confessed her continued life of 
rebellion against God, mourned over the desperate 
hardness and ded^itfulness of her heart, acknow* 
liedged the holiness and justice of God, and inquir- 
ed, with floods of tears, '^ Can there be pardot^ 
for such a i^retch a» I am?" She wept agaio' 
and agah), confessed her slos, cried for mercy, la* 
mented lost time, and looked at eternity by turns; 
and when the minister was praying for her salva-^ 
tioB, her soul appeared wrapped up in every pe* 
tttion. 

She remained for some time under very consid* 
erable terror of mind ; but k powerful perceptioa 
 of the merits^and willingness of Jesus to save the 
chief of sinners, at length alleviiEited her sorrows, 
and communicated the truest consolations to her 
soul :-*now prayer, reading, meditation, and cor* 
respondent exercises were her delight, and she 
vented the breathings of her soul far above her na^ 
tural strength, in admiring and praising the riches 
of unmerited and redeeming love* Often she 
cried, ^^ O that wicked tongue, to speak a w<Mrd 
against that dear Saviour ! Oh, that I had tesL 
thousand tongues to praise l^m ! O, for perfect 
love to him !" 
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For some time before her cleath she frequently 
•lelt languor in her soul, of which she heavily com? 
plained, yet never seemed to doubt of her interest 
40 Christ ; but at one of her seasons of prayer, the 
Lord was pleased to manifest his glory to her in 
.an overcoming manner, and instantly calling on all 
jM-esent, he exclaimed, ^^ Praise him, praise him ^ 
fall on your knees and 4)raise him 1" 

At one of the periods^^^of her delirium, her sister, 
who formerly shed tears over her unconverted 
state, DOW coiiU not refrain weeping from very di^ 
ferent feelings* But the sight grieved the changed 
Isabella, and she said, .weep not for roe, but rejoice* 
Many tears Loccasioned you in my former wretch- 
•ed state, and good caftse you had indeed to weep, 
O, weep for nothing but sin.'' 

The two days preceding her departure, were 
joyful in a peculiar degree. Looking steadfastly 
at her poor emaciated hand, she said, ^^ Oh, this 
poor body ! but if I be one of .the redeemed of the 
Loid, this Iwdy shall be a glorious body : and 
when her sister was wiping; the cold sweat from 
her face, she observed, <^ O sister, it is hard work 
to die, you iiave this also to do, but O, trust -in 
liim." About 1 1 o'clock at night she called her 
brother-in-law to pray with her, and added, it will 
not be long now/' soon aftferwardsj without a strug- 
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gle, groan^ or distorted feature, she fell asleep in 
Jesus, November 13, 1801, aged 31 years. 
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Was the daughter of Mr. Moses Atwood, a mer- 
chant of Haverhill, Massachusetts, and was bora 
Oct. 10, 1793. She was by nature cheerful and 
unreserved; possessed a lively imagination — a great 
sensibility — a retentive memory — a considerable 
taste for reading and study, and will long be re- 
membered as an obedient child, and an affectionaCe 
sister and friend. 

The first twelve years of her life were spent in 
vanity ; but in the summer of 1806, while at the 
academy in Biadford, she became the subject of 
deep religious impressions, which laid the founda- 
tion of her Christian life. A few extracts from her 
Letters and Diary will, in a beautiful manner, un- 
fold her genuine piety, her self jealousy, her Chris- 
tian prudence, and her growth in the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus her Lord. 

To Miss L. K. of Bradford, 1806.--"Dear L. 
do advise me what to do for God's glory, I care 
not for myself, though he lay ever so much upon 
nue, I would be content. '*' O, could I but recall thfs 
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"^tiniDier ! but it is past, never to return. 1 hav« 
'One constant companion, the Bible, from which I 
^detive the greatest comfott. This I intend for the 
Suime shall guide me. 

** Pray for me, that my heart may be changed. 
!3long for the happy hour, when we shall be free 
ifrofii all sin, and enjoy God in heaven ; but if it be 
ifor his glory, I am willing to live my three scofe 
2^ears and ten. My heart bleeds for our compan. 
sions who are on the brink of destruction." 

From her Diary we select the few subsequeat 
^extracts in proof of the same interesting facts al- 
sxeady presented by her letters. 

Sept. 1, 1816.—" A large number of my coni- 
^ipanions are in deep distress for their itnmort^ 
:souls. Many of the once gay and thoaghtless, 
^are now in te^irs anxiously inquiring, * what shall I 

do to be saved r' Oh, bow rich is the mercy of Jesas! 
Oct. 10. — "Oh, how much have I enjoyed of 

God this day ! such views of his holy character.; 

such a desire to glorify his name, I never before 

experienced. O that this frame may continue 

through life, 

* My willing soul would stay, 

' In such a frame as this, 
« And sit and sing hersfslf away 

' To- everlasting -bliss.' 
9» 
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" This is my birth day ; 13 years of my short 
life aie gone for ever.'^ 

Nov. 2. — ^^ How wond^ful is the super-abound- 
ing grace of God ! Called- at an early age to reflect 
on my lost condition, and to accept salvation, how 
great are my obligations to live a holy life." 

Nov. 25. — " A dear Christian sister called on 
me this afternoon; her pious conversation pro- 
duced a solemn but pleasing effect on my mind. 
Shall I ever be so unspeakably happy as to enjoy 
the society of holy beings in heaven ?" 

** Ob, to grace how great a debtor !" 

*^ Dec. 11. — " This morning has been devoted 
to the work of self-examination. Though I find 
within me an evil heart of unbelief, prone to de- 
part from the living God, yet I have a hope, a 
strong unnravering hope, which I would not re- 
nounce for worlds. Bless the Lord, O my sou!, 
for this blessed assurance of eternal life." 

"May 1, 1807.— "Where is the cross which 
Christians speak of so frequently ? All that I do 
for Jesus is pleasant, though, perhaps, I am ridi- 
culed by the gay and thoughtless for my choice of 
religion ; yet I do do not wish for'the approbation 
and love of the world, neither for its splendour or 
riches." 
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^< i^or one blest hour at God*s right hand 
" I'll give them all away." 

Daring the year 1 808, she appeared gradually 
tto lose her fondness for retirement and love to the 
^Scriptures. She associated more freely with ^ay 
«icon)panions, and thus sunk into a state of religious 
^declension and darkness^ which afterwards caused 
Hier shame and tears before her God, as will appear 
(by the following selections from her papers, and 
vwhich should teach us ever to beware of following 
~7esus afar off. 

July 1, 1809* — ^^God has been pleased in bis 
Infinite mercy again to call up my attention to eter- 
<3)al realities. After spending more than a year 
in the vanities of the worlds thoughtless and uncon- 
cerned respecting my eternal welfare, he has, as J 
liumbly trust, showed me my awful backslidings 
/rom him, and my dependance on his grace for ev- 
ery blessing.'' 

" I. do now, in the strength of Jesus reitolpe, that 
I will no longer sacrifice my immortal soul, for 
what I have hitherto deemed my temporal happl- 
ness. I now. see that I have enjoyed no happi- 
ness in my pursuit of worldly pleasure. Not in 
the play-roon^ not in vain and idle conversation, 
not in the bus*tle of crowded life have I found bap- 
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piness* This heaven-born guest is found only in 
the bosom of the child of Jesus. How awfully aggra- 
vated will be my condemnatioo/if I do not, after this 
second call, awaken all my drowsy faculties, and 
become earnestly engaged for God." 

And writing to a friend, dated August ISOQ^. 
she says," To you, my ever dear friend, will I un- 
bosom my heart : yes, I will tell you what God 
hath done for my soul : about six weeks since he 
was pleased to call my attention again to the con- 
cerns of my soul. Oh ! Miss W. should I now be 
left to dishonour this holy cause, what would be 
my eternal condemnation ? Oh ! pray for me. 
Entreat God to have mercy .upon me, and keep me 
from falling." 

Dec. 1, 1809. — " This evening a ballis appoint- 
ed at ' , my dear will probably. 

attend. I have resolved to devote some part ofthe 
evening in prayer, particularly for them. Oh ! 
that God would stop them in the midst of their sin- 
ful career, and let them no longer spend their pre- 
cious moments in following the pleasures of this 
vain world !" 

Dec. 31 — ^f^Oh !" that I might now, as in the 
presence of the great Jehovah and his holy angels, 
with penitential sorrrow, confess *.ray past in- 
gratitude, and in humble reliance on the sfrengtb 



^f Jesns, resolve to devote the ensuing year, and 
^he remaining part of my days, to his service." 

In January and February, 1810, her heavenly 
parent repeatedly visited her body with the rod 
of affliction, but her sickness proved much more 
precious than gold, being sweetly sancti€ed to her 
immorial soul, and constraining her to acknow- 
ledge, with the church of old, I << will bear the in- 
dignation of the Lord, because I have sinned 
against him." Micah vii. 9. And with Eli,^' It 
is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good." 
1 Samuel iii. 18. 

March 2, she observes, <^ Have this afternoon 
been solemnly admonished, by seeing the remains 
of ^fr. £. carried by the house; »tbat I, who am 
BOW so actively engaged 4n the afiairs of this' world, 
shall shortly be conveyed on a bier to the cold 
' grave ? Yes, tlie righteous Judge has declared to the 
race of Adam, < Dust thoufurt, and unto dust shalt 
thou return.' Soon this sentence will be executed 
upon me. Prepare, O my soul, to meet thy God !" 

QThuSjshe continued to manifest the holy princi- 
ples and conversation of <a genuine disciple of Je- 
•sus, in the character of a private Christian, till the 
Rev. S. Newell, who had devoted himself to afe- 
.Teign mission, sought after, and obtained her as 
«'the conipauion of his. labours and sufleriqgs in the 
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establishment of the kingdom of Christ in Pagan 
Lands. t 

On the 6th of February, 1812, when the mis- 
sionaries were ordained at Salem, Mrs. Newell was 
present, and evinced remarkable tranquility and 
resolution ; and on Feb. 19} with Mr. Newell, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Judson, she sailed from Salem, and 
took farewell of her native land for ever, amid the 
prayers and benedictions of multitudes. Her hap- 
py serenity continued through the dangers of a long 
voyage, and amidst all the difficulties which befel 
her subsequently to her reaching India, where af« 
ter a short residence, they were necessitated to re- 
move by an order from government ; and soon af- 
ter their arrival at the Isle of France, her health 
gradually declined under an accumulation of 
disappointments and afflictions, until Nov. 30^ 
when her soul ascended to the mansions of the 
blessed* Almost her last words where, when told 
she could not live another day, " O joyful news, I 
long to depart I death appears truly welcome and 
glorious l'^ She was the first martyr to the mission*- 
ury cause from the American world*. 
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MADAM ABIGAIL ADAMS. 

Mbs. AdAms, consort of the Hon. John Adams^ 
late President of the United States, died at Quin- 
cy, October the 28th, 1818. 

This lady was not more elevated by rank, than 
eminent by her virtues. Of her sex, she was an 
ornament, not less pure, than it was brilliant. At 
once the charm and the pride of the domestic cir- 
cle*. Exemplary in the fulfilment of every social 
mnd religious obligation ; and In the native ease 
and characteristic dignity, with which they were 
discharged. Presidittg in her family, as though 
its cares had been the single object of her thoughts^ 
yet her mind enlarged by reading, and established 
by meditation, had the aspect of one, exclusively ; 
devoted to mental improvement and intellectual 
contemplation. It was impossible to know her 
intimately, without admiring that rare assemblage 
of qualities, which constituted her character ; in 
which masculine understanding was united with 
a delicacy, unobtrusive and feminine ; what was 
true, and useful, and necessary to be known, for 
the right conduct in common life, was mingled and 
dignified, by being combined, in her mind and 
practice, with acquirements, at once extensive, ele- 
gant, and extraordniary. She was eodowed by. 
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nature^ with a countenance singularly nobfe and 
lovely. In it Hignity was blended with sweetness^ 
the beams of intelligenee with those of kindness f 
inspiring at once, respect, confidjence and affec- 
tion. She illustrated and adorned every sphere 
she was called to fill. Although polished by io' 
tercourse with the world, her mind had lost bo>^ 
thing of its original puiity and innate worth. 

This is not the language of panegyric. If t9 
those who knew her, not, it sliall have this aspect 
those who knew her best, will feel how short this 
description falls of all the Fefined, and all the siU> 
stantial qualities which formed the stamina of ber 
character. 

Her father, the Revv WiUiam Stnith, a clergy- 
man, respected for his piety and worth, married 
Elizabeth, the daughter of the Hon. John Quincy, 
and" was settled at Weymouth, near Boston. These 
respected parents were blessed with, three daugh- 
ters,* who were each qualified, by uncommon tal- 
ents and virtues, to fill with equal worth, the dif- 
ferent, though important stations, to which they 
were afterwards called. Of these, Madam Ad- 



* Mary, the wife of the late Hon. Richard Cranch, 
of Quincy. — Elizabeth^ the wife of the late Re?./oA« 
Shaw, of Haverhill, and afterwards, of the Rev. Ste- 
phen Pecfhod^, of Atkinson. 
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ams was the second. Under the paternal roof, 
with her beloved sisters, were passed her early 
years, in the pursuit of those intellectual and do- 
mestic accomplishments, on which gentlemen of 
her father's profession are accustomed to found 
the future hopes of their children. Religion form- 
ed the basis of her early education. Under its 
sanction, and by its light, she was taught to dis- 
cern the right in morals, and the useful in leam*- 
ing ; and to take delight in the practice of what 
was prudent, and in the discovery of what was 
true : and to seek happiness and honour, fn filling, 
with propriety and exactness, all the duties which 
peculiarly appertain to her sex. ^ 

Connected in early life, by affection and intel* 
lectual sympathy, with one of the most eminent 
men of our age and country, and one among those, 
chiefly instrukiental, in achieving our national in- 
dependence, she largely partook of the spirit of the 
times, and cheerfully braved the dangers, submit- 
ted to the privations, and co-operated in the ener- 
gies demanded by the occasion. The leading 
patriots of that period well knew her intellectual 
worth. With many of the most distinguished, she 
long continued in the habits of correspondence. 
Her letters yet remain,, and are monuments of re,^ 

fined taste and pure sentiment* 

10 
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After peace and indepeDdence had been acquir- 
ed by her country, Madam Adams was called to 
adorn higher stations. The first lady to repre- 
sent and sustain, in foreign courts, the character of 
the American female ; the second, who was obli- 
ged, by her husband's rank, to take pre-eminence 
among the females of the United States. 

It was the joy and pride of her sex and country, 
that this lot so early fell on one, 

-^ Fitted, or to shine in courts 



With unaffected grace, or walk the plain 
With piety and meditation joined." 

Possessing, at every period of life, the unlimited 
confidence, as well as affection of her husband, she 
was admitted, at all times, to share largely of his 
thoughts. While, on the one hand^^ the activity 
of her mind, and its thorough knowledge of all 
branches of domestic economy, enabled her almost 
wholly to relieve him from the cares incident to 
the concerns of private life ; on the other, she was 
a friend, whom it was his delight to consult in ev- 
ery perplexity of public affairs \ and whose coun- 
sels never failed to partake of that happy harmo- 
ny, which prevailed in her character ; in which 
intuitive judgment was blended with consummate 
prudence J the spirit of conciliation, with the spirit 
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of h€r statioQ, and the refinemeDt of her sex. In 
the storm, as well as on the smooth sea of life, her 
virtues were ever the object of his trust and vene* 
ration. 

Destined, however, to elevate and adorn, in a 
peculiar degree, the domestic sphere, she quitted it 
with reluctance, and returned to it with joy, as the 
aeene, most congenial to her soul and best suited to 
give employment to her virtues : in comparison 
witb which, in her estimation, the honours of pub* 
itc life had little attraction, and the gaiety of courts 
no charm. >. 

Above all, her habitual charity encircled her 
character with that lovely and immortal wreath, 
which will live and flourish when every other hon- 
our and distinction shall have utterly perished. 
In sickness and sorrow her friends and neighbours 
ever found, in her advice and sympathy, support 
and consolation ; and the poor a never failing re- 
source in her benevolence, which watted not to be 
solicited, 01 sought; but whose 

" Active search 
Left no cold, wintry corner unexplored ; 
Like silent working Heaven, surprising oft 
The lonely heart, with unexpected good." 

The excellencies of her character were consume 
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mated by religion ; -this formed its basis ; thi$ was 
the origin of her virtues ; and her eminent virtues 
did honour to the holy source from which they 
arose. She was a serious and humble Christiaa. 
Her religious sentiments were of the most enlight- 
ened and enlarged nature, "truly worthy of herself; 
and were of that practical character which gave 
them an habitual influence over heir conduct : they 
horded to her direction and support^ amidst the 
various trials of a long life;— and, we humbly trust, 
she has departed to enter upon the rewards of her 
faith and hopes. 

The evenuigof her life was marked by a cheer* 
ful serenity, and her virtues, ^AecUng the mellow 
tints and tjie rich lustre of mature age, exhibiting 
rather the beautiful scenery of autumn than the 
desolation of winter, imparted delight and instruc- 
tion to all whose privilege it was to observe her, in 
this interesting and venerable period. 

Greatness and goodness, intellectual superiority, 
and a correspondent eminence in virtue, are not al- 
ways found united; — in her the combination was 
consistent and complete; and human nature has 
seldoni, if ever, more fully or more beautifully dis- 
played its noblest attributes. By those persons 
'Who knew her, her memory will ever be cherished 
:with tlie highest veperation. To the young, ^mu- 
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]oi]S of the best distinctions which this life affordsj 
her coiiduct may be held up as one of the purest 
models for imitation : wisdom and virtue claim her 
as a favourite daughter ; and, those who are capa* 
ble of estimating the highest order of moral excel- 
ience^ mourn in her death the removal of one of 
the richest ornaments of her sex and species. The 
light of life, long quivering in its socket, has expir- 
ed on earth, but will be enkindled anew, and burn 
with pure flame among the inextinguishable lights 
of the celestial world. 
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SKETCH OP THE ACTIVE LIFE 

OF • 

MRS. SARAH HOFFMAN, 

'INgSER^LABOURS OF KI|f])NE88 TO TBIB 
YflDOW JLJXD THE ORPHAN. 



^ Blessed care . Ike tkftd which die i in . the , Lord^ ihetf 
rest/mm thdr labours^ and (^eir tom'ks do/oUow iheim. 
"Rev. xiv. 18. 



One of the peculiar excellencies of religious bi- 
ography is, that while it preserves the memory of 
ihe just^ it insinuates itself, by a sort of irresistible 
iinpulse, into the breast of a pious readerj and, 
while it inspires him with admiration of the good- 
ness and.grace of God Jn the character which it 
exhibits, it produces an anxious solicitude to copy 
after the example by pursuing the paths of virtue 
.and usefulness in the world. This species of wri- 
ting, therefore, happily combines precept and ex* 
ai^ple, seldom leaving the eye of the reader, with- 
out proclucing some valuable impression upon the 
3ieart, to be realized in future practice. With tb^^e 
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vieirs, th^ following ftkf*tich of the virtues and ac- 
tive life of Mrs. Hoffman is presented to the public; 
and although the incidents which occurred in the 
course af her years ^iirere not numerous, yet some 
of them were so strongly marked^ and exhibited 
the charmi of piety and benevolence, as to merit 
the highest commendation, and to finrm an admira- 
ble example for imitation^ especially by every fe« 
male. 

Mrs. Sarah Hoffman was the daughter of Da- 
vid Ogden, Esq. one of ^he judges of the Supreme 
Court of the then Province of NeW'Jersey, audi 
who also was a member of his Majesty's Council. 
Her mother's name was Gertrude Governeur# 
Mrs. Hoffman was born at Newark, New-Jersey, 
Sept. S, 1742, and mairried to Mr. Nicholas Hoff- 
man, Nov. 14, 1762, by whom she had four child- 
^n, two of whom, with 24 grand-children, and 
mine greatgrand-children, survive her. It is not 
known when Mrs. Hoffman first received her reli- 
gious impressions. It is however certain, that in 
the more early part of her life, she passed through 
many scenes of disappointment and affliction ; and 
that under all these she enjoyed the support and 
consolations of her God, which made her Chris- 
tian character shine with greater brilliancy. Nor 
were tho^e afflictions without a benign influence oa 
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her latter days ; for while they taught her the evils 
to which humanity is subject, she learned the 
(Charming art of feeling for another's wo ; and how 
to stretth forth the maternal hand of kindness to 
relieve. 

The numerous domestic duties of Mrs. Hoff* 
man, rendered more urgent by the protracted ill- 
ness of her husband and her daughter-in-law, she 
prudently confined her charities to private objects; 
but not unfrequently would she encourage others 
ip more public acts of benevolence, by giving to 
them her mite in favour of the needy, and ex|iort« 
them to persevere in doing the will o( their Lord. 
When those beloved relatives were rempved by 
death, Mrs. Hofiman was at greater litbetty to. etx« 
press the benevdent feelings afh&c Jheart ; and, in 
theyeai: 1800-1, opportunities of a peculiarly dis- 
tressing kind were presented to her attention. She 
was not alone, but associated with other benevolent 
females ; and every exertion was made to relieve 
the afflictions of the poor and needy. Among the 
number of these objects were destitute widows with 
small children ^ for the relief of whom it was con- 
templated to form a Female Association. The 
prpposal was made in November, 1797, and or- 
;Sanized on the 20tb of December icillowing, und^ 



118 MR&. SARAH HOFFMAN. 

the character and style of << The Society for the 
Belief of Poor Widows with Umall ChiUren.'^ 

The following ladies constituted the first Board 
of Direction : — Mrs. Isabella Graham, first Direct- 
ress; Mrs. W. Macomb, second Directress; Mrs. 
XHvie Betbiin^, Treasurer and Secretary. Manu' 
gers^y^Mn. Mary Startin, Mrs. W. Seton, Miss 
Bowman, (afterwards Mrs. Low, of Flatbusb,) 
Mift Howe, Mrs. Hopson, now of England* 

Peace to the widow's throbbing breast, whose temrs, 
Fast fall upon her helpless babes. Indulgent Heav'nl 

grant us aid to succour their distress, 
And giv^ the heating bahn ! 

*At the first stated meeting of this Society, in 
April, 1793, it appears that 98 widows and 223 
children had, by their means, been brought through 
the severity of winter, with a considerable degree 
of comfort. Shortly after the establishment of this 
humane institution, Mrs. Hoffman became an ac- 
tive member, and was chosen second Directress. 

1 find her name enrolled with others, in the char- 
ter granted by the Legislature in favour of this 
Society ; and she continued to fill this worthy sta- 
tion until the year 1806. It was a happy trait in 
the formation of this Society, and still continues, 
that objects of distress be relieved without the 
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ibadow of regard either to national distinction, or to 
religious persuasion. It is presumed that this So- 
ciety wte not only the first of the kind established 
in America, but the first in the world ! Informa* 
tion of this establishment soon reached the city of 
London, and produced a dictate in the breast of 
some ladies of distinction, to form a Society in imi- 
tation of the one in New- York ; and which was sup- 
ported under the patronage of the Dutches of York. 
When one of the managers' visited London, she 
was waited upon by several ladies, to inquire par- 
ticularly into the manner of conducting this Socie- 
ty, and received desirable information. Our citi- 
zens have not forgotten the dreadful ravages made 
by the yellow fever in the year 179^. While 
that pestilence walked in our streets at noon-day, 
arrested the hand of industry, interrupted the 
course of trade, it also swept away niore than two 
thousand to their graves, leaving many a destitute 
widow weeping over her helpless babes. This 
This was a loud call upon the exertions of the So- 
ciety ; and the several ladies connected with it, 
formed themselves in little bands^ purposely to 
explore the habitations of distress, which opened 
an extensive, though melancholy field for Mrs. 
Hoffman to evincethe sympathy and benevolence 
of her heart. It would be deemed incorrect were 
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I to announce the worthy names of those who zte 
stiii Hving, who also were engaged in this labour 
of love ; yet I should feel a degree of crin^inality, 
not to record the names of those^who have 
departed, and who were associates wiii Mrs. 
Hofimafi in those works of kindness. Mrs. Isa- 
bella Graham was her chief companion; Mrs. 
Mills, Mrs. J. R. Livingston, Mrs. Wr Seton, 
and Mrs. Howe ; each in their day evinced the 
pious disposition- of' their hearts, and stretched 
forth the band of kindness to the widow and the 
fetherless. Of the late Mrs. Mills, it is but justice 
to recoFd, that hy the members of the Board of DU 
rection, her judicioua counsel was always heard 
with lespect and attention. Her knowledge of 
the world led her to that discrimination of charac- 
ter which was applied with the happiest effect ; 
and of this excellent woma^ it may be said, I was 
an hungered J and ye gave me meat ; I toas thirsty ^ 
and ye gave me drink / a stranger^ and ye 4ook 
me in ; sick and in prison^ and ye visited me. 
Nor can 1 omit adding to this list the name of the 
lately deceased Mrs. Mary Chrystie. Although 1 
her personal duties did not permit her to take a i 
seat in the Board of Direction of this Society, she 
was one of three i^ho suggested and brought the 
plan of the Institution befeve the public^ She con- 



tribttted liberally to its support during twenty-three 
years. Her counsel and her prayer for its pros- 
perity were highly appreciated by many of its 
managers ; so that when the names of Hoffman and 
Graham are mentioned among the motl^rs in Israe^ 
tliat of Christie will not be forgotten. What to 
me gives a zest to this female association is, that its 
members were of difi^rent religious persuasions. 
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist; 
yet all partook of the same spirit, and drank S6 
freely of <^ the milk of human kindness,'' which 
exhiiiratedthem in pursuit after objects of distress^ 
that they were never weary in wdhdoing. The 
Christian, while it is his privilege to worship Gk)d> 
according to his knowledge of the gospel, and the die* 
tate of his conscience, is bound to maintain the pro* 
lession of his faith without wavecing; but whenever 
be beholds the image of Christ in any person, though 
he differ from him in mode of worship, will esteem 
the person for the sake of the image. And it is 
equally true, that wherever the good man beholds 
the marks of human wretchedness in any form^ 
the love of Christ to him, will constrain him to 
pity and relieve ; for such is the nature of Chris* 
tiaa benevolence, it knows no bounds but the 
habitable globe. How charmingly were these 

sentiments exemplified in the generous efforts ^ 

41 
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Mrs. Hoffman and her associaetes! And bow de^ 
voutly is it to be wished^ that all who profess to 
receive the virtues 'of Christianity, may copy after 
such bright examples! Mrs. Hoffman was afi 
Episcopalian, and strongly attached to the princi- 
ples of her church 5 Mrs. Graham was a Presby- 
terian, and eqnaiiy adhered to her profession ; yet, 
the ties of natural lelationship or sisterhood were 
not more firm than the attachment of these females 
in their charitable exertions in favour of the needy. 
The 'temper, condescension^ and perseverance of 
fhese humane fodhes is a fitie comment on PauPs 
admirable description of active charity described, 
1 €bf. t\h 4^— 7« To give the readfer some view 
of the benevolent walks of Mts. Hoffman and 
Mfs. Graham, I wiihventure ro say, what has been 
communicated to me by an ag^d ladyof a* differ- 
ent religious professions to tfiem, ami' who is still 
living. She accompanied them on their visits for 
two successive winters, commencing with Novem- 
ber, atid ending willh Mairch. They wonMmeet 
at ten o'clock in the mtN-ning, and continue thdr 
visits till the dusk of the evening, in search ^fter ob«* 
jects needing .compassit)n. These were some- 
times found in garrets, cellars, and other places of 
obscurity, half-starved, destitute of clothing, and 
peiijdsiiig with cold | while Ibeir infant children 
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were cIiDgiag to the breast, and others lookiog 
wishfully for a morsel of bread to satisfy the cray* 
ings of hunger. Mrs, Hoffman and her compan- 
ions, forgetful of their own comfortable homes, 
would enter these abodes of poverty, and by a 
coQdescending address, make themsdves familiar 
with the distressed, and thus speedily ingrati^ate 
diemseives into the broken feelings of the suffering 
widow. Though sometimes these messengers of 
good will would make their ,vi$iti|^ without partal^ 
ing of any refreshments, yet not unfrequeatly 
would they.tmii Uuo a fSh(^p, purchase a loaf of 
bread, &c. and enter some forlorn .habitation to 
partake of their,morsel, and to bestow a kindiSQ^S 
upon its occupant. It .must ^not <be forgiittlen that 
these visiters, into whatsoever house they entered, 
failed not to instruct the ignorant, frequently leav- 
ing a religious tcact behind them, and thus con* 
vince the object of their bounty, that they were the 
servants of a compassionate Saviour. Although 
from the nature of human depravity, it rau$t be 
expected that they too frequently met with cha- 
racters, who afterwards proved theinselves un- 
grateful for kindness received, yet I have often 
beard them relate a .variety Of instances of so af- 
fecting a. description, which, were it my province 
4p recite, would present to the reader the very 
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«hape and distm-ted featinr^s of female misety^ 
while at tbe same time they would stamp a dignity 
«{>oo tbe generous exertions of the widow's Society, 

^' Who comfort to the infant sufiTrer bring, 
^ And teach with joy th« widow's heart to sing, 
^< No sounding numbers shall their names reveal, 
■** But their own hearts, the rich reward shall feci." 

This Society^ through the smiles of the Al« 
QBighty, afill exists, aod perseveres in its humane 
IMtid generous eibrts; 'During the last winter 
(1820) they fostered 254 widovn, with 687 small 
thildren, under 10 years of age. It is to be re> 
jetted (hat Its funds would only allow each fami* 
ly an average of ^2. 50 per month, for the five 
winter months, reserving a small sum for the exi- 
gencies of sickness in the summer months. The 
wants of many of them were great. Its managers 
ttill confide in tiie promise of that God who is a 
husband to the widow, and a father to the father- 
less 5 and hope that a generous public will con- 
tinue their aid, that the Society may yet contiaue 
its acts of kindness to the widow and the father- 
less. It is devoutly to be wished that the example 
<^f their departed sister, Mrs. Hoffman, may yet 
Stimulate them to persevere in acts of kindness, 
^ttd| that the mantle of that venerable mother in 
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Israel, may fall upon the . pious tlavghters pf our 
city, to cherish the Wjdow's Society, while a teur 
fails from a widow's eye, or a fatherless . child 
«hall cryrfor a morsel .of bread ! 



THE ORPHAN ASYLUM. 

Incufmuch as ye have d<me it urUo ime of fht least of 
thesey ye have done it unto me.^-Matt. xxv. 40. 

It may with propriety be said, the Orphan 
Asylum of this city took its, rise from out of the 
Widow's Society ; o)c, at any. rate, on.the minida of 
3everal«f themi^mbers of that Society, was created 
.the.tfirst impressions of its necessity, and impor* 
tance. Several of its iQaaagecs, particularly Mrs. 
Hoffman,, and her colleague, Mrs. Graham, in the 
course of their 4)enevoIent walks, found poor help- 
less children, whom death had deprived both of 
father and mother. For the succouring of such 
little unfortunates, the Widow's Society, accord- 
ing to their constitution and charter, could make 
no provision; and the necessity of attempting 
something in the shape of an Orphan Asylum, was 
first suggested to the benevolent mind of Mrs. Hoff- 
man, by. visiting a family of five orphans, immedi-^ 
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ately after the decease of their mother by the yet- 
low fever, in 1805. These children, of whom the 
youngest was a few months old, were boarded at 
the expense of Mrs. Hoffman, uatll aa asylum 
could be provided. Upon this subject, she fre- 
<^ently conversed with Mrs. Graham and others, 
tiFho also had cbildren of their widows in similar 
abject circumstancesw Alternate hopes and fears 
^itated the hearts of these ladtes for several 
Weeks, while th^ ceased not in prayer and suppli- 
cation, to spread the wretched orphan's case be* 
fore the Lord. About the beginaing t»f Marcli 
Mrs. Hoffman made a visit to Mrs. Graham. 
Entering the parlour^ she said to Mrs. Bethune^ 
my dear Iriend, we must begin the Orphan Society. 
I have slept none all ^ght, and these words have 
been constantly on my mind^ ff^hattoever thy 
handjindetk to doj do it with thy might ; for there 
is no work, nor demce, nor knowiedge^ nor wisdom 
4n the graoe^ whither thou goest. Ecd. ix. 10. 
This was received by her as the signal for benevo* 
lent action. At a meeting of the Widow's Society^ 
«t Mrs. Startia's, it was agreed, that an invitation 
he given to our citizens, in order to meet this de- 
"sirable object. Accotdipgly, on the l5th ct 
March^ 1806, at the City Hotel, a very respecta- 
Ue number of ladies and gentlemen were convened. 
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Mrs* Graham was appomted to the chajr, the plan 
wasfead^aod unainiinously approved ; and|attbe 
sasie time, the followiog ladies were elected to 
^ceoduct the concerns of the Society. 

Mrs. Hoffraan, first Directress ; Mrs. HatttltOfR, 
second Directiess; Mrs. Bethune, Treasurer; 
Mrs. Rodman, Secretary. — Trtw^cc*.— Mrs. Star- 
tin. Mrs. M< Vicar, Mrs. Fairlie, Mrs. Sai(8er, Mrs. 
Pierce, Miss Aspinwall, Miss Taflroan. 

The Society thus organized, its first object w«8 
to provide a shf^ter for those little orphans which 
Immediately demanded their care. As a tempo- 
rary residence, a house in Raisin-street, in tfie vil- 
lage of Green wreb^ was hired, and Mr. John M*- 
Farlane and Catherine his wife, two d'iscreet and 
pious persons, were engaged as soperintendents 
Bnd teachers. They commenced their duties oa 
the first week in May, 1806. The door of this 
Asylum was open to receive aU destitute orphauS| 
iRTithdut restriction to any religious denomination, 
^or distiodtion of nations. Sufficient, if the child 
be in distress, without lather and without mother ^ 
liere was its hpme, and friendly guardians to fos- 
to its tender years, unt^ a maturity of age, a kind 
Providence should open another door to com- 
mence its more active dottes for its own and the 
imbttcgood* Dmring the fiir^ MUkon^twehfe 
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orphan cbildrea were received . by the Society* 
In order to <|ualify Wihatever children should be 
received into this Asylum, a r mode of instruction 
was formedi in order to prepare them for useful 
stations in life. Reading, writing, and arithmetic 
were allotted lo the- whole; and in addition, the 
girls w^e taught plain sewing, and when at a suit- 
ubLe age, to be accustomed to domestic employ- 
ment. But, as a far more important object, a well 
adapted plan was formed, that with the blessing of 
the Lord, such moral and religious instruction 
should be afforded as to produce Iheir happiest 
advantages. 

It jnust be confessed, that until this institution 
was formed, in which Mrs. Hoffman acted with 
others, the real value of her.benevolent and Chris- 
tian character was comparatively unknown. T-he 
acutene^s.and economy of ^er judgment in forming 
her plaps ; ber^niild and amiable manners, and 
her unwearied perseverance amidst ev^ry dis- 
GQtnragement ; these, while they produced a charm- 
ing excitement in the breast of her wotthy associ- 
ates, contributed a large share towards ,the pro»- 
|)erity of the Orphan Asylum. It cannot but be 
acknowledged, that this Institution, with the varie- 
ty of its benefits, was a gift from above, through 
^he feivency of prayer. The aflicted orphan*^ 
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lease was cootiaually commended to the orphan's 
God and Fatker^ whose sacred smiles have crown* 
ed it with success for (ifteeo years ! — An admira- 
ble lesson this, for all those whose christian benev-^ 
dence dictates an effort in favour of the poor and 
afflicted : Bl^GI^ with 6oi>| and it shall en0 

IN PROSPERITT ! 

In January, 1807, Mrs. Hoffman laid before 
the Board, the plan of a Constftdtion for the Soci- 
ety, which, after a due ezamiiiation of all its parts, 
was unanimously adopted, and afterwards publish- 
ed. Soon after this, a petition was presented to 
the honourable the Legislature of the State, pray- 
ing for a charter of incorporation, and which was 
readily granted. In April, tlie same year, the So* 
ciety held theic i6rst annual meeting, at the City- 
Hotel, where more than twenty orphans were pre- 
sented to the view of their generous benefactors, 
comfortably clad, and wearing on the countenance 
the guileless smiles of health and happy youth. 
The hired house, occupied as a <d welling for the 
orphan family, being too small^ and to prevent th^ 
inconvenience of frequent removals, it was contem- 
plated to erect a buildingsufficiently commodious for 
the accommodation of the orphans, which the Soci- 
ety might hereafter be able to support. However 
great this undertaking, the ladies piously persever* 
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ed^ in full confidence that the God of mercy «ad 
love woidd indulge, them with his sacred benedic* 
tion. To facilitate this desirable object, the patrons 
of the Institution did honour to themselves ; while 
several of the clergy recommended the design to 
their respective congrc^tions/and made handsome 
collections for the purpose. The Board was di- 
rected to an airy Stealthy spot tof ground in the vil* 
lage of Greenwich, on which to erect the building^ 
the plan for which, was gratuitously drawn by Mr. 
West. The building was to be of brick, nfty feet 
square, sufficient for the accommodation of more 
than one hundred children. The corner stone was. 
laid byithe ladies ^of . the JBoacd, on the 7th ofJuly^ 
1S07* During the ^nmmei;, the walls rose. reipid* 
ly ; and, as the funds of the Society were expend-* 
ed by purchasing the materials only, Mr. Ronalds, 
M. Gifibrd, and Mr. Thorpe, the master buildersi, 
generously paid the workmen, without rendering 
their account until the building was roofed. At 
this period several other ministers and churches 
generously favoured the Society by collecting for 
their aid, the sum of 1 165 dollars. .During the 
winter, applications were made to the Trustees, so 
. numerous, for the admission of <orph^s, that they 
were obliged to finish the basement story, and two 
im)per rooms. The Society, at this tiai<^,.findii|g 
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Aemselves oppressed with necessary debts, were 
induced, on the Ist of February, 1808, to forward 
apetkion to the Legislature for aid, and which was 
aecotnpanied by a recommendatory letter, from De 
Witt Clinton, Esq. then Mayor of New- York. 
The resalt of this petition was, an appropriatieft 
of five thousand dellafps of the money to be raised 
by lottery for the Board of Health, but which was 
Aot received until t4ie year 191'6. But in addition 
to this, the Legislature made a grant of 500^ del^ 
lers annuaUy ^ and which they stiil r^larly re- 
ceive. On the last day of Aprib, >809| the Soci^ 
ety, with fifty-four orphans, entered the new hab- 
itation, under a ch&rming impression of the 
good hand of their God, and devoutly supplicaling 
kis throne for the continuance of his presence and 
benediction. By the liberal aid of a generous pub- 
lic, the building was gradaally completed, and a 
succession of orphans have been received. Great 
have been the exertrons of the Trustees to manage 
the concerns, and to procure the necessary sup- 
plies of food and raiment for so large a family, it 
was the firm determination of Mrs. Hoflfman, as 
well as her companions, ta expend their funds as 
long as a fatherless and motherless needy child 
claimed their shelter and kindness. Often at the 
commencement of winter, when the orphan Aimily 
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consisted of more than one hundred chlfdrei^, their 
treasury did not contain half as many dollars ; yet, 
through the goodness of the Lord, it may truly be 
said^ the barrel of meal wasted not^ neither did 
the cruise of oil fatly until the Lord replenished 
their wants. Much has deservedly been written 
on the page of history, of the interposing and be- 
nevolent hand of God, in the establishment and sup* 
plies of the Orphan House at Halie, in Saxony, 
through the laborious means of Professor Frank ; 
and, I may venture to affirm, that it has been bo 
less so in favour of our orphan establishment in 
this city. The faith and pious zeal of its Mana* 
gers have frequently been tried to the last extremi- 
ty ; olten, indeed* cast downy but not forsaken / 
for in ways least expected^ or not expected at all, 
the kind hand of God, almost miraculously has 
produced their necessary supplies. One instance^ 
among others of this descriptkin, occurred but a 
few years ago, was known ta myself. At a time 
when the funds of the Society were almost expend- 
ed, and money immediately demanded^ a young 
gentleman, who had just received a share of a p»> 
ternal estate, requested of me information, <^ what 
benevolent society was most worthy of attention ?" 
I immediately named the Orphan Asylum* Neiet 
day a letter was left at my hOuse^ addressed to tbi^ 
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Treasurer of the Orphan As>Ium, which beiug 
delivered to that lady, ott being opened, it was 
found to be a blank paper, containing the suno of 
FIVE HUNDRED DOI.LARS ! ! How Seasonable d. re- 
fief was this to the exigencies of the Society ! and 
what a noble example to those who become heirs 
to the patrimony of deceased relatives, instead of 
wasting it id vanity and profligacy ! who but must 
feel the most devout acknowledgment to Divine 
beneficence, for pioviding the necessary supplies 
for the support of the children of this valuable In- 
stitution! and at the same time, 6rmly believe the 
truth of God's most gracious promise, that the 
needy shall not always be forgotten : tlie expect' 
ation of tlie poor shall not perish for ever. In 
the government of the orphan family, as well as 
ill its general plans, Mrs. HofTmaa took a very 
large share of active labour. Frequently would 
she spend a wliole day at the Asylum, for the pur- 
pose of inspe^.ting the wants of the children, and 
their progress in education ; the management and 
frugality of supplies, and, indeed, the most minute 
concerns of the whole establishment. On such oc- 
casions, so fas from receiving any extra refresh- 
ment, she would io variably partake only of the 
^Lmple fare of the orphan's table. Never did she 
l^ertalt herself to quit the habilatioDj. without con- 
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ferring hf r most salutary advices, and bestowiag- 
her maternal expressions of kindness u[3on the ten- 
der orpha'ns of her charge ; and which, of course^ 
never Aiiled to produce the most happy effects. 

It may gratify the reader to be informed, that 
this Orphan Asylum is now entirely fieed frooi 
debt, and that by the smiles of Divine Provideihre^ 
there is gradually forming a fund for its future sii]>«- 
port, by means of legacies. Still, the orphan^ 
cryis directed to the ear of a benevolent public, for 
a present supply, atid it is firmly believed, that 
their cry will' not be heard in vain. The annual ex- 
penditures for the household, amount nearly 10.5000 
dollars exclusive of repairs to the buHding. And 
it must be likewise stated, that the increase of or- 
phans, render it indispensably necessary that means 
be procured for the erection of a wing to the house 
for their accommodation. Since the establish- 
ment of this Society, in May, 1 806, there have 
been received 422^ orphan children; 235 have 
been bound o»t to trades or to service 5 eight 
have been returned to their respective widow- 
ed mothers, who had been insane in the luna- 
tic Hospital ; 26 have been relinquished to their 
relatives 5 and 1 5 have died, one of which depart- 
ed beneath the smiles of Jesus. On the present 
dlay, January 1st, 1S22, there are in the Asvlum, 
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^ boys, 52 girls, or 136 orphans. It is a pleas- 
Jog reflection to the Managers, and was a cause of 
sublime pleasure to the pious Mrs. Hoffman ; that 
while God extended his paternal wings over this 
orphan family "^for their protection and comfort,^e 
has likewise granted some expressions of his grace 
to several of the children, both male and feraa!e,who 
are now arrived to the age of maturity, and main- 
tain the correctness of christian character. One 
pious young man is now studying for the ministry^ 
another is handsomely settled in business, and 
another is retained in the Asylum, as an assistant 
::t€acher. The recital of these favours cannot but 
f)roduce a charming gratification in the breast of 
every patron of the establishment, and insure their 
future intetcst in its prosperity. We now arrive 
at a part of this statement, calculated to teach ^ 
lesson on human frailty, and that the most valua- 
ble labours of life must come to an end. In the 
year 1817, Mrs. Hoffman, bent beneath the infirm- 
ities ofage, and by a severe rheumatic affection, 
was conapi^lled to retire from the scene of activity, 
and in her chamber, to spend her remaining days 
in devotional exercises, awaiting the pleasure of 
her Lord to call her to the blissful regions of im- 
mortality. Let us follow her to the chamber of 
^retirement, and attempt, from her private days, to 
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learn a few more lessons of instruction fort>ur owe 
imitation. 

The Chamber ef Retirement. 

David was an attentive observer of the Provi- 
dence of God, and of the special favours which 
are reserved for the benevolent of heart. Blessed 
is he that consider eih the poor ^ the Lord will, de* 
liver him in time of trouble. The Lord toill 
strengthen him tfpcm the bed of languishing ; thou 
tnU make all his bed in hie sickness. Psalm xli« 
i — 3. In few Instances have these words been 
more happily verified^ ifian in the chamber of Mrs. 
HoJSman. She had considered the poor ; the 
Lord had frequently deHvered her oiH of her af- 
flictions ; the Lord was still with her in her last 
scene of retirement, and strengthened her upon her 
bed of languishing. She, who had given bread to 
the widow, and comfort to the helpless orphan, 
finds her bed of pain and languishing made easy 
beneath her, by the^tendervhand and cheeking smiles 
<i( God, her heavenly father. How precious and 
kiad are the ways of the Lord ! In this chamber 
Mrs. Hoffman's highest privilege was, to cultivate 
communion with God, by meditation and prayer. 
The rearding of the Holy Scriptures, was her con- 
stant delighi 
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JLAST VISITS TO MRS. HOFFMAN. 

Go-*witnesstb€!ast scene ofhumnn life ! 
Then iisten to the dying child of Grace 1 
And learn Immanuel's power to s»ve! 

It has frequently been asserted .t4) at, "the true chor- 
^;acter of man is not to be determined, until he turns 
®Jie ..period of death. To continue for a time in a 
^course of religious profession, and of public useful- 
. jness, and afterwards to turn aside from the paths of 
i^eclitude^ and die beneath a dark cloud, has too often 
3)een witnessed, to admit a denial of the fact. And 
^although it be certain, that the Lord knowtth them that 
nare his ; it is equally true, the Saviour hath given n^ 
Jthis visible mark of them : He that shall endiire unto 
iike end, the same shall be saved. Matt. xxiv. 13. 
iWhile, therefore, we are frequently called to witness 
.the last moments of a dying penitent, whose life has 
4been spent in thoughtless vanity and sin, and whose 
-repentance is so strongly marked .as to create a char- 
itable hope of his salvatioa; yet, visits to. a person, 
who, for many years, has received the naercy of God, 
.preserved an uniformity of piety, and closed the scene 
of mortality in faith, peace and joy : this produces a 
different effect, and never fails to create the most hap-j 
py assurance of the real worth of his character, the 
reality of religion, and a full persuasion of his (ijture 
felicity. Under these impressions, I shall recite the 
substance of my last visits to the venerable Mrs.HoiF 
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man ; that while it may serve as an additional memo- 
rial to her surviving family, others may be induced to 
follow her bright example. That spirit of christian 
benevolence which, for many years, Mrs. Hoffman so 
warmly cherished to the poor and needy, did not de- 
cline with her age. On m> last visits she would make 
■earnest inquiries of the general state of the public in- 
stitutions under my ministerial care. " Come," she 
would say, "tell me how the aged are supplied in the 
Alms House; are they allowed little refreshments? 
Surely if I find the comfort of such things, those poor 
creatures must need them too. Do you continue to 
make your visits (o the Orphan Asylum, to examine 
and instruct the children ? How many are there in 
the house ? Do they improve in their learning, and 
do they look healthy and lively ? 1 know that Mr. 
and Mrs. MTarlane have always been kind and faith- 
ful people ;' and, I have confidence in their good 
character and kindness. But yon know that my time 
and ability to visit the Asylum are expired, and all 
that I can now do for them is, to present them in my 
prayers to the orphan's God and Father. It is a de- 
light to me' still to hear that they do well, and that 
the Lord blesses them. You must keep on with your 
vbits, and try to do them all the good you can : and 
the Lord will bless you for your kindness." 

Friday morning, July 6th, on my way to the estab- 
lishment at Bellevue, I made Mrs. Hofifinan a visit. 
Sbt was eonfioed altogether to her bed, and endured 
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"Severe pain. On my enquiring the state of her mind 
»^:under the weight of her affliction she replied, ** I fre- 
^ quently experience the sensible presence of my bless- 
•^^d Redeemer. At times, my meditations on the 
-^ord, and his merciful iiindness to me are very 
>sweet ; but, the depression on my head, and the pains 
y[ fee), too often interrupt my devotional pleasures. 
.^Indeed, such bappy moments are quickly gone,* when 
* ^compared with my earnest wish for their continue 
-mnce." With some feeling she adverted to the fifth 
*^<;hapter of Romans — We glory in ir^yidation tdso: 
. ^fwvnng that trilmlaiion worketh pcctience ; and pa • 
r iience experience ^ and experience hope, $fe, "I want,'* 
iMiid she, " to have more of this experience in my 
clieart ; and I wish yoi^to pray that my patience may 
increase, so that I may wait till it please my God and 
J»*ather to receive me to his heavenly presence abov«. 
J&f y old friend, you do not know how often, and bow 
much of Ihat refreshment I need ; and yoil must 
not forget to give me yourconsolation.^ I explained 
lo her, that true experience was produced by the 
txmfiict between nature and grace. Christ himself is 
•om* great copy for the exercise of patience under all 
■snfTerings. He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, ' 
and ps a sheep is dumb before her shearers, so he 
4>pened not his mouth. Now, in proportion as you 
receive this patience from your God, so WiU you pos- 
sess your soul in sweet serenity under all your pain& 
and sufferings. " JTcs,'* said she, " this is true pa- 
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tience ; when I meditate on the suiferingsof the Sav- 
iour for my sins, why should I complain ? Yet, 1 must 
tell you, tiiat 1 need more patience, that I may not be 
permitted to repme, but hold out to the last. And 
now I wish to kneel down by my bed, and pray that 
God may be with me, and grant me more experience 
and more patience." — Having gratified her request, 
she said, ^ sit down a minute longer ; I have some- 
thing to ask you. My time to continue here on earth 
cannot be very long. As my old friend, I wish you, 
when on your way to Bellevue every Friday, to vi«t 
the poor, you would call and spend a few minutes 
with me in conversation and prayer ; it will contri- 
bute to my refreshment and comfort." This I prom- 
ised. 

On my next Visit, Mrs. Hoffman appeared more 
rapidly to hasten to her final close of life. Although 
she frequently expressed to me the ground of her hope 
for future felicity, on this visit, I possessed a solici- 
tude to receive from her dying lips, whatever might be 
interesting upon so important a subject ; for it is 
death that tries human souls, and a dying testimony, 
connected with a -virtuous life, is always the most val- 
uable to survivors. I therefore again proposed the 
j][uestioD, and received for answer : *< My soul is fixed 
alone upon the infinite merit of Jesus, my blessed Re- 
deemer. It is on his blood and righteousness I rest 
for the pardon of my sins, and the acceptance of my 
person, with my God and Father. And it is his prom- 
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ise, that he will never leave me nor forsake me, whicb 
encourages me that I should be kept steadfast unto 
the end. I cannot say that I am always comfortafole, 
or that I am free from temptation ; but my whole 
desire and prayer to the Lord is for his grace and 
consolation." Far such a satisfactory communica- 
tion, I encouraged her confidence in the faithfulness 
and love of her Soviour, by repeating a few promises 
adapted to her situation, and closed my visit by offer* 
ing a prayer. Before I retired, she said, '' when yoH 
offer your supplications for me, I wish you always to 
conclude by repeating the Lord's prayer, lor that has 
always been sweet to me." 

During the last few days of this pious lady's iilnass, 
she was continually uttering expressions of gratitudei 
not only to her Ood and Saviour, but to her children 
and friends who surrounded her. She could receive 
nothing to refresh her, but a little ice-water ; jet, not 
a drop passed her lips witfaeut acknowledging Ytpr 
thankfulness. As she approached nearer to the last 
scene, every deubt and fear vanished ; and she hap- 
pily reposed herself in the bosom of her Lord. She 
was never heard to alhide to any of her good deeds, 
but constantly attributed all her mercies in Hfb to the 
grace and goodness of her heavenly Father, resting 
her soul on the all-sufficienoy of Christ her Saviour, 
•and thus waiting the messenger death, to call her to 
the scenes of immortality. 

The next time I .visited Mrs. Hoffmen, her strength 
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was SO far exhausted, that I said little more than to of- 
ier her a few sentiments for her consolation. I cited 
to her David's charming surrender of himself to the 
Lord ; part of which were the very last words expres- 
sed by Jesus, the true David, while expiring on the 
cross. Into thy^hand I cemmit my spirit; thou hast . 
redeemed me, O Lord God of ti^th. Psa. xxxL 5. 
^o whom, said I, can a penitent sinner commit iiis 
guilty soul, but to that blessed Redeemer whose 
hands were nailed to the cross ? And to whom can a 
dying child of grace commit his fleeting spirit, but in- 
Jjo the hand of his Father, who, indeed, is the Lord 
God of truth ? ** Tes," she replied, " they are charm- 
ing words indeed! 1 hope I shall take the comfort of 
t}iem. You must now kneel down and pray fbr me, 
that those words may be mine.*' Rising from prayer, 
she asked me, why did you not pronounce the bene- 
diction ? To gratify her, I immediately did so. This 
was the last time I prayed witb^ber. 

On the next Friday morning, I made Mrs. Hoff- 
man another visit ; but she was too low to admit of 
conversation, a^d I promised to stop on my return 
from Bellevue. This was the day previous to her 
death. In the afternoon she was a little revived, and 
received a visit from her valuable friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. B. Mrs. B. took a s^t by her side, and read 
Mrs. Graham's " provision for passing Jordan," and 
also selections of Psalms and hymns in the Prayer 
pook. Occasionally she broke out in ejaculatory 
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prayer, beseeching the Lord to be with her in passing 
through the valley of death. On my return m the af- 
ternoon, her mind was composed in her God; but the 
power of speech was extremely feeble. I asked he^ 
if she enjoyed the consolation of those words of D^, 
Tid's surrender, which I repeated on my last visit ? 
She replied, ** they are the delight of my soul ; I feel 
them in my heart ; my mind is at rest." Perceiving 
that life would speedily expire, I proposed to her 
daughter, Mrs. M. Hoffman, to make a visit' in the 
morning, which Mrs. Hoffman hearing, said, tell him 
to be sure ta come." 

Saturday morning I made my last visit. Her ar- 
ticulation had become almost unintelligible ; but still, 
in broken accents, she endeavoured to glorify her GTod 
while breath remained. Looking at Mrs. B. the 
daughter of her still dear Mrs. Graham, she said, 
** my colleague is gone before ,• I am following fast.** 
Then, afler a short pause, she resumed her speech : 
«* Tell them," meaning the Board of the Orphan As- 
sylum ; ** tell tliem all there is a crown of glory in re- 
serve for me." These were nearly her last words, 
except now and thmi an endearing expression to her 
children and grahd'^children. An oppressive slum- 
ber seized her animal spirits, and about nine o'clock 
in the evening she gently fell asleep in Jesus, without 
the shadow of a struggle or a sigh, aged 79 years. 
Thus.she received an answer to her constant prayers, 
that when she passed through the valley of the sha- 
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dow of deadi, she should feai: no evil ; and certain it 
was, that her Shepherd and Redeemer was sensiblj 
with her ; his rod and staff supported and consoled 
her spirit while passing away to the mansions of eter* 
tral blessedness and glory ! 

'< Religion \ ProvideDCe ! and after-state ! 
Here is firm footing; here is solid rock ! 
This can support us ; all is sea besidesi 
Sioks under us, besterms, and then devours." 

Young. 

On the (bllowing Monday afternoon^ the mortal 
remains of this mother in Israel were deposited 
in the burial yard of Trinity Chureh j there to 
rest in hopet till the ararning of the resurrec- 
tion, when the trump of God shall sound, the vile, 
body shall be raised incorruptible, and fashioned like 
onto the glorioles body of the Son of God : body and 
spirit be re-united, and both received to the climes of 
bliss and unutteiable joy, for ever and ever 1 O deaths 
where is iky sting ? O grave^ tehere is ihy tnctory 7 
TVianks be to Qod who giveth us the vicUiryy through 
our Lord Jitsus Christ* Amsk. 



FINIS. 



